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1. INTRODUCTION

General remarks 

Tius document represents an attempt to bring together all the data and facts, which are 

gathered by these two MUP police services, as well as measures and actions taken by · 

the SZUP and crime police since March 2000 in connection with the crime in Ahrnići 

village (April 1993). It illustrates the-causes of the Croatian-Muslim conilict in BiH 

and the Lašva Valley, the structure of civilian and military authorities in Central 

Bosni a, the circumstances of the crime in Ahmići, its perpetrators and persons 

responsible, the role and conduct of persons and services responsible in what was then 

the HR /Croatia'n Republici HB /Herceg Bosnia/ after the c1ime, the activities anti 

influence of state structures in the service of the OZ /Operations Zone/ RH and other 
-.•' ,· · 

individuals from RH in shedding light on or concealing facts and evidence in 

connection with Ahmići and the trial of GeneralTihomir B LAŠKIĆ before the 
international War Crimes Triburial in:The Hague, and the giving of false identities to 

the perpetrators · of the ·crime, as well as ineasures that were tak:en by MUP in order to 

find those perpetra:tors. 

·This document tries to suggest'general priorities fot further·work of the MUP's police

services, and other Republic of Cro�tia intelljgence services, as wen as specific

measures and actiops taken aga:inst certain persb�s that were mentioned iri the

document, in order to define f:Jcts and to gather evidence relevant for General

BLAŠKIĆ's trial and arrest anct'trial of the perpetrntors who directly committed

crime; in Ahmići, as weli'as defining th� possible responsibirity of ćertain individuals

for hiding the persdns who comrnitted 'crimes' or evidence relevant for the Ahmići

case.

OTPIDVU AS/wbr 6 of -18 
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In order to review and evaluate the contentof documents more objectively, we 

coosider it necessary to outline some facts that determined, that is, put Iirnits on the 

MUP's procedures in this case. Those facts could also influence completeness, that is, 

the accuracy of data presented in this overview: 

1. The SZUP and the Department of Criminal Police got a mandate for the

opening of an operative and criminal proceeding for this case only at the end

of March this year.

2. The facts that are pr�sehted in this 6ffic'ia1 letter are only the result of the .

MUP' s investigation, that is, they were acquired solely through contacts with a

certain number of operative sources, as well as through interviews with certain

individuals that have been conducted since the end of March this year, and

also frorri access tci'tn� MUP'š ex'.istib.fctocuinenbit1dn which ·was very

insufficient because of reaso�s thktwm be cliscussed in the text below. While
' . 

creating this document, the MUP did riothave a·v�ilable relevant

documentation whiČh 1was collected iri years past by other RH inteUigence

servičes (abo�e ali the HlS and SIS). ·

3. The persons who are the sources of this 1nfomiati'on, have various points of

view that influence the reliability of their statements and make them

inconclusi ve and c·onfr�dictory:

a) Time that passed sjnce the events in question.

b) Fear of prosecution (by the ICTY or Croatian justice systerri), whether

. because 'of participati�n in the cri�e �ommitted in Ahrnići, or because

of hiding perpetrators or �vide��e in BiH; fear of retaliation from the

persons who coriu:nitted 'crimes or of pres�tire groups that are hiding

them, etc.

c) Ptbfessional s01{,darity ·(\.vith the merribeis' of the BiH and RH

intelligence services that are involved in the events in relation to

Ahmiči), connections withthe "intelligence undergro'und" in BiH and

RH'. cOnnections with p()liticru mentors in BiH and RH, etc.

The MUP's treatment of the Ahmići "ćase'� until 2000. 
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As it was stated in the previous text, the Criminal Police Department of the MUP and 
the SZUP did not have a mandate to underta.ke investigations in cases that were 
directly or indirectly connected with Ahmići until March 2000i. 

This sort of situation had its foundation in the law (and also in the division of 
jurisdiction within the RH intelligence community), because both police services 
(especially the Criminal Police), each within their own sphere, have jurisdiction only 
over RH territory. 

On the other hand, it is clear that it suited vested interest groups in the RH' s state · 
leadership and within the kadership of the RH intelligence comrnunity that created 
and condućted cert�i'n poii�ieš towa.'rd 'BiH, and coritact�d il:ppropriate vested interest 
groups in th'e so c�ll�d Hi ff-B',' that thri(t:.Vb icti.ially stftin'gest: (in ·terms of personnel, 

' •, . .  ,: ' •• t ·j• . ', ' ' • ·: ····\ . technićalpbtenttal, legafauthorization and"due process'of law) police and secprity 
services in RH, actually stay "beyond events". Thus, they had a much easier time of 
mani p0ulati�g the. truth fri te-gard� to Anm:ić'i, as well as in regards to the broader 
situation iri B°

i

'H. 
t„ i .

In regards to'the SZUP, it should be pointed out that the service has been establishing 
operative facts on regu1ar basis since 1990. Those facts were connected with crimes 
that w�re co�11itted iri tht'RH by the i6divid�·als \m the Croatian side, so that the 

. ' . 

instrucdons that in corinecticin totha.t, were 'ćiirected frorri the headquarters in 
Zagreb to the SZUP centres . 

. Because of such act1 vities,' the service was exposed to pressures on a regular basis, as 
well as to immediate threats not 6nly on the ground, but aJŠo at higher political levels. 
In this regard, the SZUP diđ n�t have any, mandate to directly p�bsecute the 
perpetrhtor�, but t_he important documentation and data were ceded to other 
government organs. 

When the HIS was fourided in 1993, the s:zt.JP lost'its mandate to act beyond the 
, ' . .  .' . 

borders of the RH, and that is why operations iri BiH and SRJ /Federa! Republi� of 
Ytigoslavia/ were not carried out anyhiore and most or'the existing cooperative 
;etwork �hould have beeh handed over to the In that contex.t, the SZUP did not 
have, nor has, information (trial documentation, etc.) that would be of any importance 

OTPIDVU AS/wbt 8 of48 
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to the trial of General BLAŠKIĆ and other persons from BiH, whose cases are at the 

moment before the International Criminal Tribunal in The Hague. 

Since the establishment of the International Criminal Tribunal in The Hague, all 

actions tak:en by the RH intelligence comrnunity were planned and coordinated by the 

HIS, and mainly carried out by the MORH /Republic of Croatia Ministry of Defence/ 

SIS. All documentation and information that the SZUP would obtain from time to 

time would be submitted to the HIS. SZUP activity mainly consisted of operative and 

technical support within RH borders. 

In that way, the SZUP participated in OA "Haag", /part of the line redacted/, which 

was evideri�ed and Ćoordinated by 'the niš:

OA "Haag" was forrnally initiated by the HIS, and the tasks of the action, wh.ith were 
. - . , ,, t 

primarily link:ed tc/ti:i� def�nceo"f the/ac�used Croats, .;ere directly carried �ut by the 

operative group "Haag", 

Task� a�d activities within the 'mentioned ope�ative acti�ri mainiy consisted of: 

monitoring (operative a�d operative-technical) or'the activities cif the Office of 

the ICTY in Zagreb; .. 

establishing the identity of The Hague's investigators and monitoring of 

ccmtacts they mak:e with.citize'ns �f the RH;. 

operative ČheČks of p�rsons: RH citizens that work far the Tribunal; 

performing of operative checks far persons engaged in the defence of the 

indicted persons; 

monitoring 6f activities perform�d by. ćertairi RH citizens,who w�re collecting 

eviden�e and documentation in oi-der to deliver them to the Hague Tribunal; 

collecting and analyzing comments made by the officials of the Tribunal, 

foreign DK /sic, probabiy diplomatic and consulat'lreprešentatives and other 

relevant ext�mal factors, concerrung the Ie'vel of relationships and cooperation 

of the RHwiththe Tribunal, and conceming the influence of those relations on 

the international position of the RH; 
conductirig intetvieV.:1;' with the RH dtizens and foreigners in RH who could 

have relevant info;rriation th;t would be useful for the defence of the Croats 

OTPIDVU AS lwbt. 9 of 4/J 
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indicted in The Hague (the SZUP dip not come upon more relevant documents 

here), etc; 
. ' 

at the SIS' request and with the HIS's knowledge, the SZUP rnade a Croatian 

passport for /part of the line redacted/, whom Anto NOBILO intended to use 

as a defence witness for BLAŠKlĆ. At the same time, upon the request 

(written suggestion) of the SIS, the SZUP in Zadar applied TKTR /electronic 

surveillance / over /part of the line redacted/ and submitted the results to the 

SIS; 

The SZUP (Split Centre) on the orders of farmer Minister Ivan JARNJAK, 

atTested Zlatka ALEKSOVSKI, who was residing in Baško Polje hear 

Makarska, with /his/ security provided by the SIS. He was arrested '"by deceit" 

and hand�d o.Cer tOtbe Čfo;tian:jtidiciary withorit th� kri�wiedge ·ofthe SIS, 

·which speaks for itself about lack of unity in Croatian politics in relation to

cooperadon �ith The H�gue Tribimal.
1 

Consisten( with the above mentibned �cfrvities,\here is documentation that is at the 

SZUP' s disposal about this �cffćm, and an �e1eva�t 
0

d6�Gri1eiits. �ere �u bmitted to the 

HIS. 

/Part of the I ine redact�d/ was the HIS' s operi1tion that �p�cifically referred to the 

�est of Mladen NALETILIĆ: tika Tuta �d for bis tri�l in Z�greh. 

The goal of the H1S's operiti�n /part ofthe n�e ;ed��ted/ · to ct'ocument eri me� 
, . • , ' ', • ;' ' ' • ·_, i ', .. ' '' ' ' '• · , '. •: , , ' , � / • 1' " ;. , ' • , • 

, ' •' : ·_ , : • 

committed by the Muslims and the Serbs over_the Croats in BiH. Wi,thin this action, 
, . . . ' ' ' ' . 

' ;: 

the SZUP conducted iritef'.'iews w.�ih Cmats who were expelled from Birl. and who 

are currently residing on the tenitory of the RH. According to our evaluation1 we did 

not succ�ed iri obt�ning rel��and11fo1mati·o·11 about this OA)Operative A�ti.on/, a�d 

all available information was forwardedJo the HIS. Accord�g to the infonnation that 

is cu1Tently at the SZUP's disposal, there were only direct requests for the SZUP and 

these were made by the International Criminal Tribuna!, that is, direct contacts of 
' . . . . 

S:ZUP's einpioyees �ith the representatives· of Toi Hague'·s.Tribunal in 1996 and 
. . . 

. . ., .. ' . ' " .  ' ' 

1997. In that case, the 'S.ZUP acted with{n its domain and legal authorization. and 
activities did not refer to events connected to Alunići. 

OTPIDVU AS lwl,1 10 of 48 
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We wish to point out that the information presented is initial and of an operative 

character, and in order to facilitate a more objective perusal and assessment of the 
-· 

content of the document it should be stressed that the inforrnation stated herein is

neither complete nor verified in detail since it is of an operative nature, and that in the

forthcoming period efforts will be made to have it rendered more exact and to have it

verified.

,• i: 

2. CHRONOLOGY "()F'EVENTS IN 'iHH WITH REFERENCE TO

AHMIĆI
.. 

After its withdrawal from Slovenia and RH and its transferral to BiH, the JNA -. 

/Y ugoslav People' s Arrny/ placed itself fully at the disposal of the Serbian population 

there, which was a clear sign that arrned conflict would break out in BiH and that the 

Croatian population in BiH would find itself ina particularly difficult position. The 

leadership of Herceg-Bosna adopted a decision to form so-called crisis staffs in areas 

of BiH where Croatian populations were living. The �taffs were forrned on a regional 

basis, but were not lin.ked with each o.ther and lacked coordination and general 
' .• ••. :.: ,•:- I; f I 

structure. There ex1sts a writteri decision of tfie,Ieadership of the HDZ /Croatian 

·oemocratic "t]nion/ for BiH on the establishrnent of crisis staffs. which was signed by

Stjepan KLJUJIĆ. · .·

At the start o'i: 1992 a crisis staff was est�blished, which c��ered the towns ;f Novi 

Travnik, Travnik, Kiseljak, Vitez, Busov�ča, Žepče},fova Bila a:nct V�reš: In that area 

the executors of political and civilian authority were Ignac KOŠTROMAN and 

Dario KORDIĆ. At that time c�o�eration with the Muslims in Central Bosnia stil! 

existed. Stjepan KLJliirć cciilaborated with Aliju IZETBEGOVIĆ with the �m of 

organising a combi�ed defence against the Greater Se�bian aggr�ssion. There were 

OTPIDVU AS /w/Jt ll of 413 
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also options to attempt to integrate JNA forces from those areas into the crisis staffs 
so that qualified personnel and weapons co�ld be obtained. 

Parallel to the establishment of the crisis staffs, the Muslims, probably according to a 
political decision of the SDA /Party of Democratic Action/, established the so-ca!led 
Territorial Defence rrot, which was formed exclusively from the Muslim population. 
Those fonnations were the descendants of the JNA territorial system in BiH. The 
SDA reportedly issued a political decision that the forces of the JNA and the TO 
should be united. Alija IZETBEGOVIĆ and the SDA leadership were collaborating 
very c16sely with the JNA at that time and they adopted a political decision to keep 
the whole of BiH within the framework of Yugoslavia. These decisions by the SDA 
and to wete corripletely unlicceptable for th� Crb�tiari people because it was clear to 
all that in this �a.se the're· would be ri6 trace' ofa:ny Y�goslavia, rather it would be a 
"Greater Serbia". 

Fiorn the outbreak �f' hoštiiities ucttii the°"e:'rid of i 992� Serbian forces iri BiH 
succeeded in reaching' mostbCth�ir n\ilitary objectives, having occUpied two tliifds of 
territoryor Bosnia and H6r:itg6\,i�:a and �aving driven back th�'HVO and BiHArmy 
i�towestem and cerit:ral Herzegovfoa, Centra! Bosnia, Mostat; and the·zenica and 
Ttizla a.rea. A large riumb�r of Muslini arid C;oatiaii uilits and sev�ral hundred 
th6usand refugees (mostly ivfoslim, ·as the majority of Ctoatian refugees had found 
refuge\n RH) found themselves in a corrip��tive1y small area of free 'territory, arid 
r�1itio�s between tnči Croatia� hnd Muslim politićal andniilitary leadership were 

, ' 

increasingly efoded as a result of confficts over the orgariisation of civilian ahd 
· military �uthotities, combined military tactics and str�tegy, the attitude towa.rds RH,
the sharing of weapons captured or procured abroad, the ever-increasing number of
Islamic volunteers (m�fihedin) se.n11ng in tne BiH Army �d so forth. The cont1ict
int�nsified alter a secret me�ting'betweeri Mate BOBAN arid RadovanKARADŽIĆ

in Graz, when the."Croatian" p�licy i; BiH up t6 that time ·was eritirely changed, with
�he position being �dopted inthe top e�helons of the HDZ of BiH that the Serbs were
notthe main enemy, tiur rather preparati on s should .be made fm war against the
M�slims ..

TI1is position was also �dopted by most of the Croatia'n military and politic�
leadership in Centra!' Bosnia, where tension:S we1'.e riŠing with the Muslims by the

OTPIDVU AS/w.hr · 12 of./8 
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summer of 1992. Conflicts escalated with _the reinforcement of BiH A1my units 

stationed there (and some of the Muslim leadership there took a radical stance 

conceming attitude towards the HVO and the Croatian population in general). The 

"new" military and political stance, which was in Line with the agreement with the 

Serbs, was also supported by General BLAŠKIĆ, at that time the commander of the 

HVO Vitez - Busovača Military District, who took military forces from the front 

against the Serbs and redeployed them to face the Muslim forces. 

Before _the end of 1992, as a result of these clashes of political stances, the HR of 

Herceg-Bosnia was establjshed. (sic.) The HVO was also established at the same 

time. Following the political decision of the leadership of the HR HB /Croatian 

Rep'ublić of Herceg-Bo,sriia/; both'political and' rnilitarycomponents were iritegrated 

int6 the HVO. The� th'e political leaders of lci�al�ea's were a'u'fomatically appointed 

'milit�ry otficialsi and thu� Dario'KOR.DIĆ ća�e to be appointed a major. -� 

In the fightin'g that broke 66t 'a ero ss· <in1:rai'B6s�ia in 'tl:ie spnni' 'of' 1993 beh�e�n' the 

Croats and Muslirhs, the niH Army defeat�d the HVc/iorces i; the area of Zeni'ca, 

KaJcanf Tr��nik, Visokb;Vireš'and so forth, and the Crbat1artunits and population 

were left concentrated in the relatively narrow area of Novi Travnik, Vitez and 

Busovača, which fi.ad �o dircct link with the rest of the 'territory in BiH urider HVO 

c�ntrol. Immediafely bef�r6 the events ih Arnri.ići, thb territory uncler the control of 

Cto�tian forces inCentralBosnia'w�s clcise t6 fa11ihg. 

Hostilitie:s 'particul11rly inte�sitie<l' after Muslirri fortes cut off 'the Vitez-Buso'.vača 
( ·' . . .· •.. . . : 

road. Tbe.objective of this military'operntion by the Musliins was to take Vitez_ In

Vitez, there was an explosives and ammunition factory, which was of particular
• . ; 

, , . . , . ,· .. :, .. :', ' .. ,, . ·."·:·,·•; ·I . . . ,·. . . . . . 
strategic importance. After hostilities intensified the HVO suffered great losses, and it 

' • • ·1 • ' 

was also shoi:tof weapons, aininunitiori and:medical supplies as 1t was completely 
.

' 

�-urro,unded. The situa'tion bet'�me very seri.aus' and i t 'was bnly a matter of days before 

the Muslim forces would break thio�gh th� 'clef�nće lines and take inilitary control of 

th� area. At that ti�� KOŠTRdM.AN, Dano
k

.OllbIĆ and Tihomir BLAŠKIĆ, as 

the HVO l�aderš, desperit�Jy: souglit help ffo!Tl M6st�r and Cro�tia. 
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In January 1993, "special purpose units" in the area: the Convicts' Battalion 

and the Bruno Bušić Special Unit. They committed violence against the population 

and provoked fighting with th; Muslims. Source/?s/ believe that this �as a planned 

prelude to a future full-scale open conflict with the Muslims in BiH. 

b) THE STRUCTURE OF MILITARY AND CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES

1N CENTRAL BOSNIA AND THE DISPOSITION OF MILITARY

FORMATIONS AT TRE TL'\1E OF AHMIĆI

The Centra! Bosnia Operative Zone (later Vitez Busovača Military District), was 

established on the territory under Croatian control. It was made up of a few brigades 

and varidus local units, �hich were badly organised and lacked a firmly defined 

;ystem of command. The rnilitary forrnatiori/�ere mo�tly mannecC by' volunteers, and 
' ; •• :. 

• •• '. • ·� > • • • '. , • ' • : :.· ! , ' . ' : ' . , . . . . . ' . ' . ; •. ·.. 
,, 

not infrequently there were also persons from the crirninal world among them, which 

'i1ad a particular'tiearing on the.,subsequently established military police. 

'. - . ,. ', '.' ��·:i;�,' .. :� '.•�f ��.> •, \. · .. ·,., .. _l .. ·.;,.1 .> •• ·?, ,-., '•, i . . ..,,.'• ;: .,.··-� · 
The cornmander of the Central Bosn.ia Operative Zone was General BLASKIC, who 

••• • 
l 

• 
� 

' \ ' 

was personally appoi?ted ui 'this.post by Mate BOBAN at the start of 1993. 

BLAŠKJČ's basic task was' to' c��rdinate the HVO �ilitary formations. Immediately 

after taking up his duties, BLAŠKJĆ made attempts to organize HVO,fonnations 

according to the prindpl�s of rnilitai-y doctrine'. 

BLAŠKIČ demanded strict discipliqe· _and soldierly conduct from the local' 

ccimmanders. Such decisionsdid �ot,p1ease Iocal co�manders'.arid they fier�ely 

resiste'ct ail orBLAŠK.IČ' s oi·der� arid as a �ule did nat i�piemenf them on the grou�d. 

1n addition to this, af that tim� great influence wa� al.r�ady held by Dario KORDIĆ,

the then HVO Assistant Chief of Staff, and Ignac KOŠTROMAN, the Chief of the 

HVO Political Adrninistr�ti6i1, both .of whom were also senior' officials of the HDZ of 

B_iH. Furtheriuore, before the events in Ahrniči, at a meeting with the th�n Chief of 

the HVO Main Staff, M1Iivoj PETKOVIĆ, ari orde� was is�ued whereby assistant 

chiefs of the HVO GSi'!Main Staff/, whe1� in tri� fie.ld, were given a comniand · .. 

function in relation to the c'ommander of a m'1litary district (this also related to the 
military district under T. BLAŠK.IĆ's authority). 
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At that time Paško LJUBIČIĆ was the commander of the HVO 4th Military Police 
Battalion, which was involved in ali the major clashes with the Muslims in the area of 
Vitez, Novi Travnik and Buso�ača. llis deputy was Vlado ĆOSIĆ.

All the above persons enjoyed relative independence vis-a-vis BLAŠKIĆ in leading 
their units and planning and conducting operations. In addition, KORDIĆ and 
KOŠTROMAN were much more intluential politically than BLAŠKIĆ, and some 
commanders in the field who were directly connected to the two of them could carry 
out military operations at their own discretion without consulting BLAŠKIĆ and 
without any subsequent consequences. 

The real ccimrrianders �?the.numeroris'Hvo ''special';'units' (�he ''Jokers;', the 
"Tvrtkovci", the "V1 tezo vi\' vaiio�s riiilitary 'police �nits, th� .;,Žuti" and others that 
are associated with V:,ai crimeš �nd othe/hri�inal acti vity) were rnen such as: 
Valentin ĆORIĆ, Bruno STOJIĆ and Ivica RAJIĆ, who directly pursued the idea 
of dividing BiH, arid at the·sah{6 time accrued great pe�sonal material ga.in through 
various �riminal �cti�ities.'This 'glo�p ;,_,\is viifo�lly ·,,u'r�t�L!Chab]e"beca'use of their 
�onriecti�ns with ti{e p�frticar cfrcles iri RI-I�Cthat tirrie., 

A positron in the rriilitary bierar�hy was. �t that' titrie' obta.in�d either thro�gh the legal 
military chain - whereby a pgn.on':..vould be recommended to General BLAŠKIĆ for 
the position by rni!itary ,CQmmanders, �rn,ch _BLAŠKJĆ v.:01,1.ld then approve - or 
thr��gh a de�i�ion -�f the so-call�d ,;�ha'.dow cabiiiet';, led by Dario KORDić and 

. ,  . . . . ' ' ' .· ' . ' '  . . · .  

Igna'c KOŠTROMAf( T_he ,;�ha�o� cabi��r· appointed pe�ple to positions arid 
posts on the basis of farnily connections or a belief that they would carry out their 
orders uriq�estioningly: ���� th�u�h these pe?pl; did niha �e the requisite 
professronal knowleclge' f�r wh.at they -�ere' to en.gage in, Tl::us frequently �esulted in 
Josses on th� b�ttl�field or other poorly -e�e�utec(op�ration's. 

· ' •' . ,  l I ' 

The Ji.rst commander of the military component of the HVO in C:entral Bosnia was 
Paško LJUBIČić'. The headqu;iters of t�e HVO ntilitary�com�and for Central 
Bosnia was initiall� inGorrtji Vakuf (Uskoplje), a�d �v�s lat�r moved to Vitez and 
then Busovača. In Cen'tral Bosnia ther� ;,,,,ere four HVO �ilitary fo�matioris 
temtorially deploy_ed in-KiselJak., Vitez, Ž�pče and Vareš. Theše mil1tary formations 
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were manned mostly by volunteers and th.e local population. As a rule they were 

poorly armed, completely lacked any military organisation and were not coordinated 

among themselves. The commander of the military formation based in Kiseljak was 

Ivica RAJIĆ, in Žepče it was Ivo LOZANČIĆ, in Vitez it was Paško LJUBIČIĆ, 

while in Usora it was JELA ČA. According to some of our intelligence, the 

headquarters were not in Usora but in Sarajevo, and were headed by a man named 

Slavko. Of the aforernentioned commanders of operative groups, only the 

commanders of Usora and Žepče really obeyed BLAŠKIĆ's orders. 

The folkiwing special units, wh.ich were formally under the command of the Assistant 

Minister for Special Units in the Ministry of Defence of the HR HB Ivica 

PRIMORAC, but were actualiy corri�anded by baric/KORIJIĆ, were. active either 

pennaneotly or temporarily in Central Bosnia: 
... : · . . : .· . 

a) The Coovicts Battalioo, unde:r the command of Mladen NALETILIĆ 
·_ ,. ': . ; . :, -� .. ·..: ·� .. ·. . . 

, ·. ' �· (. �·, '.. ..- , 

aka Tuta, whose sub-unit in Mostar was led by Vinko 
' 

\ ·- .. . . ': 

· MARTINOVIĆ �ka· Štel�. ·
... 

b) The "Maturice", under the command of Dominik ILUAŠEVIĆ aka 
i:·,_,. t 

Como, who_wer_e active in Kiseljak.·· 
' . . . . . . . , ' ·• . . ,' :� ; '. . . �. �

c) The "Vitezovi" /Knights/, who operated in the Vitez area under the 

command of Darko KRALJEVIĆ. 

d) The ,;Jokeri'; /Joker:,/, _under the command of A.nto FURUNDŽUA1
� 

• r ' . • 

. e) The "Žu�i" /Yellow/ unit, under the command of Žarko ANDRIĆ aka 

Žuti. 

f) The "Apostoli" /Apostles/, a unit frorn the Travnik area which

wi.tMrew.to Kiseljak, under th�c�mmarid .of�a�n�� ŠUNJIĆ. . . . . ' . ' . 

A military police force was also organized within the framework of the military units, 

and was the responsibili� of Val��tin ĆORIĆ. 
. ' 

. 
' 

. . . . . . . . . . 
The SIS was also organized in the area. It was under the cornmand of Ante 

SLIŠKOVIĆ and nmnbered ar�u�d t�·n people (Mišo MUIĆ, �OLODER, Bruno 

I There is some cli;pu'te ove� who co�mandeđ·the ''icik�k. Moit sou�Jes asseit that if was' A': 
FURUNDŽIJA, but.tbere are some lhat claim that KRALJEVIĆ was thc commander. See the section 
entitlcd "Jokcri" fora more detailed discussion of this. 
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ŠARIĆ)_ SLIŠKOVIĆ was appointed to this post by Darko KRALJEVIĆ, who was 

responsible for the SIS at tbe HVO Main Staff. 

Military Police 

At the end of 1992 the HVO Military Police was established. The Central Bosnia area 

was covered by the 4th Military Police Battalion, which consisted of five companies 

and eight independent brigade platoons. The entire battalion and the companies were 

not commanded by the commander of the OZ or a brigade commander, but the 

Military Police Administration at the Ministry of Defence. The independent bngade 

platoons were commanded by the brigade commanders, i.e. the commanders of the 

�nit� into which ttie p1ato6ns had b6�� integrated. 

The Military Police was restructured in January 1993 so that the brigade plat9ons 
1��ie disb�ridecl and three Military Police companies were formed. The entire

battalion and the companies were not commanded by the commander of the OZ or a 

brigade commarid6r, but tri� Military Polic� Admirnstr�tib�. The Chićf bf the M'rlitary 
,1• ' " . •  • 

Police Admi�istration was Valenti1i ĆORIĆ. 

By the start of 1993 the IfV()' Iv1iiitary P·olice and the S1S had been establ1shed in 

Centraf Bo�riia. The first c�:rnr'nander of th� Military P�lice was Milivoj PETKOVIĆ 

andthe ch.ief of the SIS was Ari.t
e

SLiškqv:rć.'Tihomir BLAŠKić was not happy 

abo�t the establishment of these forrnations bec�use they were outside his control and 

he did not command them; they were under the command of the HV /Croatian Arrny/ 

Mmistry o(Defence: and the BvO Main St�if. The co�ander ofthe HVO Main 

Staff ;t that �1�e was Slobod�� PRALJAK, arid Miliv�j PETKOVIĆ was appointed 
. 

. 

to the post' later. The Defence Minister at tha� ti�e was Brun<:' STOJIĆ.

Tbe Jokeri /Jokers/ 

The Joketi unit \.v'.�S a ·ci vilian unit, s6mething ak.in to special police or an antiterrorist 

unit. The; �ere guart�red in the so:ca!J.ed ''B�ngalo�",-a srnall m�tel n-e� Vitez_ ;he 
u�it �ostiy consistei�fyoung' dien

f

rci� .. ��te; a�·d Tr��nik .. Ačcording to some
sources (for ex�ple Blaženk<'.;R.A.MLJAK), bef"o;e the events in Ahmići this unit did
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not participate in any military operations put engaged in looting abandoned Muslim 
houses and t1ats in the towns, seizing vehicles and committing other crimes. Some 
sources state that KORDIĆ n{ostly recruited prison convicts into this unit, and in 
exchange for being released from prison they had to swear that they would carry out 
absolutely all orders. 

There are some contradictions in statements about who commanded the Jokeri unit, 
bec.ause according to KOŠTROMAN they were under Darko KRALJEVIĆ's

command, while all other intelligence indicated that the commander was Anto

FURUNDŽUA. KOŠTROMAN is probably trying to pin the·blame for the crime on 
KRALJEVIĆ (according _to the available information, KRALJEVIĆ and bis unit the 
Vitezo;i did not participate ·1ri the attack, just a srt1ail n�mber of volunteers whom 
KORDIČ ;nd. the others ;e�ruited '�ri' th·e ·eve of 'tfre: attack:). ·However� there is a 
possibillty that boih th�m were coiru.hander; of the uni 1: 
succeeded whorri in . this ·post. 

BiH SIS 

'. i.,. . . . ·• it is not clear w,ho 

, . ; . -, . \ ' ' ·<-· t._. ... -� . '• ''. ' ' ·,;.;.:. ; ..... '' . -: :: . > .. ' ! . : ', ' .' . ' 

6i1 July 1992, Mate BOBAN gave Ivo LUCIC the task of establishing the SIS in 
J3iH, which was also foined by I van BANDIĆ at LUČIĆ's beh�si. BANDIĆ then 
figured as'the' oper-�tiorn; ch{�f of the SI.S, �veo thohgh h� had no �rder o� letter of 
appointment for tlu�. N'ume;ous SISs wer�·;1�e�dy in existence atthat time: wh�reby 
the presid�nt of the. m�icipality had his ŠIS, mi�tlry �ommanders had ttieir own, and 
so forth. Iv() LUČIĆ'; i�ientio�· was to s�lect the best' peopl6 from these SIS 

� ' • • • • ; ' • -
�

- .. ' i ; • , ' • • 
• • 'i . ;- . . , . i ' • format10ns, those _who, w1shedto act legally and within certain system of authority. 

The 's1s in BiH was mod�ll�d on the SIS in RH, on the territorial principlc and in 
units. SIS officers in units were subordinated to and under the direct influence of their 
commanders, and LUČIĆ and his colleagues from the SIS Adrninistration attempted 
to win. over some of .the SIS officers from theunits in order to acquire relevant 
info�ati�n from the field."Allreports arisihg fr6� the work of th�SIS in BiH were 
se�t to'I�; LUČIĆ,, w.h.o then f(;rward�d them at his discretion either to Mate ; 

•
• • • ' • ' ' - J ' • ' • 

• ' ' 

BOBAN orthe Ćhiefof the Main StaffSTO,JIĆ, or'sometimes to both of them, 
d�pending on the content of these 'reports: .· .: 

i
J
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As far as the Central Bosnia is concemed, at the beginning of the war there were two 
SIS in operation. One, under the authority of the HVO GS in Mostar, was formed in 
Vitez at the end of 1992 as the-so-called Central Bosnia SIS Centre. If was headed by 
Mišo MUIĆ. MIJIĆ i's currently unreachable as he is in Australia. The other 
functioned within the Nikola Šubić Zrinski Busovača Brigade and was led by 
Tomislav VLAJIĆ. He was also at the disposal of A. SLIŠKOVIĆ, then BLAŠKIĆ' s 
assistant for SIS, but he did not recognise his authority and instead informed 
KORDIĆ of everything. 

Mišo MIJIĆ, Chief of the SIS Centre in Travnik, at the end of May 1993, states that 
the Ministry of Defence of Herceg-Bosnia is dissatisfied with the work of Anto

SLIŠKOVIĆ 2 �ho �� th�t ti�� filli:ict' the pos� of H�AšKrć·s assistant for SIS in the 
Central Bosnia Operative Zon� and who sh(.mld, fo�ally, have been in the security 

' . . . . . ; . 

system of the 
0

Ministry of Defence of Herce.g-Bosna, �d who does _not coopefjlte with 
' .• ' . •.··

1 
•. · • ··. ··- • .  ,·· • ' 

the Ministry of.Ddence nor sends it any kind of reports'. Becau�e of this. the Ministry 
'. : . 

. , • ,i, '. l . 

of Def�nce gave Mišo MUIĆ the task: of establishing the Vitez SIS Centre, which 
' . 

. 

was directly resp?nsible to. the srs Adrninistration in Mostar, whiie A�te
•, '. V '' •' • _. ;•. 

: 
· (

. 
· :, ; •• ; v '• ·. ,;, ;- : I; ', •' : • 1 ,· '; ••<• SLISKOVICremained BLASKJC's assistant for security. 

..

During 1?94 a. HIS office numbering only a few people was formed in t�e SIS
Administration in Mosta�. !he formati on of the HIS enabled Miroslav TUDJMAN,

'through Ivo LpĆIĆ, to extend his influence in the region und�r the control of the 
Cro�ti"an component in BiH.-In.so doing he 'c�me into conflict w.1th the advocates' of a 
different political optićin for BiH; p�i��larly with '1 vić PAŠALIĆ and l\farkica

REBIĆ who wanteĆI a conflict with the Muslims and ·whose m�n was Da,rio 
KORDIĆ.' (lvan BANDIĆ ;-.Chief ofBiH SIS, Operational Organs),

According to the informati�n at our ciisposal, Ivica RASPUD.IĆ was in charge of 
' . - ' • ' ' ' ,  .' • i . . i' . ••, . · 

operative activities in the SIS in BiH connected to The Hague. He is now allegedly in 
charge of the National Security Service Centre in Mostar. 

c) The Crime jn Ahmic1

? " ,, • 
• . . . • 

. • ..,. :, < - SLISKOVIC 1s two-faced person who was, although formally subordinated to BLASKIC, a "player"
•of Dilrio KORDIĆ; who'in· that time was'in Buscivača. (part of the'G.ne redacted) . . . · 
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On 16 April 1993, 116 Muslim civilians and soldiers, including 15 children under 10 

years old, were killed in Ahmić'i near Vitez. 

The day before the attack, preparations were carried out and plans agreed at meetings 

with the commanders of military units. Much vagueness surrounds this. It is unclear 

how rnany meetings were held on the day before the attack on Ahrnići, because there 

is a possibility that there was not just one meeting, but three. The sources conflict 

over. the time and location of their holding and, of course, over the people who were 

ptesent. According to the information available, it is most likely that two meetings 
were beld with the commanders of the military units from this area - the first at 1400 

hours in the cellar of the post office in Busovača (present were Vlado ĆOSIĆ,

Assistant Co��ander for the Militaiy 'i>olice;·oario KOROtć, Igna�

KOŠTROMAN, 'rašk.o LJUBičIC, b�rko KRALJEVIĆ and Vlado ĆOSIĆ) at 

which BLAŠKIĆ issued orders about the attack and the manner of the attack, and the 

se�onđ wi'thout BLKškić: _acc'ording to th� in't'�nnatio� at' oui- ctispos'a1; in the 

,eve�ng in KORDIĆ'sfarI11ly h���- Th� decisioh to carry out the �as�acre w�s tttken

at this meeting, which is sup�orted· by the stateme�t /part of the line redact:cd/ and 

infonn�tion tha� A. �ORILO has (this �h��ia\:,{c1��ed up by a foll�w up interview 

with /par;t of the line �edacted/ - ti�e ofthe meeting, who was present, what 

decisionswere exactly brought at ,the s�cond n�eeting' and �o forth). However, 'there is 

information that one meeting was held during the afternoon in a hotel in Vitez at 
' ' 

' 

which BLAŠKIĆ �as also present. It ·is possible that this amounts only to confusion 
. . 

. 
: .· . , ·. . .. . . ., ._ 

. 

over the· lo�aticm of .the meeting, butit shouid neverthelesŠ ·be che.cked just at the 
· conflicting infcirmati6n regarding the �a:rti�ipants ofth�s� meetings should. There are

�tatements sayi�� thc1t BLAŠKIĆ held this third meeting w1th the codirnanders or' . 

special-purpose units (Paško LJUBIČIČ, Žarko A..NDRIĆ aka Žuti and Marinko
, • . . . I , , , . . . . . • 

ŽILIĆ aka Brzi, a one-time member of the spedal police in Rijeka, Čurrent status

being check�d). Mario ČERKEZ, although i�vited, did nol ��me. BLAŠKJĆ gave

i
_
nstructions tor the attack at the meeting, and gave a stark waming forbidding any .

kind of crimes. . 

According to the foforrii�tion given by A: NOBILO,' there was a command for the
attack �o the villag'e or'Atuhlći ačcording to which ail the m:en should be killed by
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':Jeing called out of their houses and killed with automatic weapons. Some bodies were 

burned with petrol which had been prepared in advance in bottles. According to 
, 

NO BILO, these preparatory actions are one possible piece of evidence that the attack 

and the crime which took place there was planned in advance. 

NO BILO states that there are written commands issued by BLAŠK.IĆ for all this. This 

is corroborated by the fact that in his staff he also had a person whose task was to nate 

everything he heard, the hour and minute when orders were issued or of other 

important activity, which was BLAŠKIĆ's war diary of sorts. 

According to NOBILO, and /part of the line redacted/ on the night of 15/16 April 

'1993 j_ me�ting of an.fofomial'gro'up,' compos6d o'figiiac KOŠTROMAN, Dario 

KORDIĆ, A�te šiišKoV:rć;' T�ni6 VLAJI(\ SLIŠKOVIĆ;s deputy Paško 

LJUBIĆIĆ�'Vl�d� ćbŠić �dAnt�"FURUNDŽLJA, washerc
f 

�t-Dar
i

i ,·. 
, . ',; . . \ .!· ., -.,�- ,, .• ·(.: .· :··. r:: ·.,�·:· '.·:1.' : : '., . ·• .-·· ;-,: _,::. 
KORDIC's house. This group wanted con.flict with the Muslims at any price. At this 

meeting it was agreed that an order would be issued to kill the entire male population 
,,'_ ,· . 

, . -'· .·.; ,':' '. '-,• 
, , 

·• , 
. ', ' , 

, 

, , 
.. in Ahmići and to torch the vilJage. As an illustration, NO BILO _states that one of the

participants of the meeti�g asked �bat should be done· wi ih the childre� and most . 

probably Ignac KOŠTRo'MAN answered that they too would "6ne ctiy be men", 
. . ' 

thereby maldng it clear that they should execute them, too. 

The aim of this, operation was to sc�e tli�'M u'sliin pop'ulatio� into' mo�ing out of the 
,..,-:,. i : ::·_ .-·., .� .. : ·-�- ·:, .·�,,.:,; ___ , __ ,'. .-� •• -()J ·,· :·-··;-_.•','\,:: .�.;-. � .. '.J 

. 

area, the same method w.hich had been applied i_n othe( parts of, f?iI-1, pa.i1icularly by 
•. . 

' '• . • , . . , • ' �- ' 
. .  

i . . ' 
.: ., ·, • : ; • ' ' 

. 
• • 

the Serbs. 

. . . . . . ' . . 

Tfus inforrri�I group �as ais� uniti<l by fami1; ti�s .. Dario KORDIĆ's' sisier wa; the 

girlfriend of Paško LJUBICIĆ, Vlado ĆOSić was a relative of Paško LJUBIĆIĆ 

�d kum /close farciiy fri�nd/ t◊ To01o'VLAJIĆ, · whHe Ari to SLIŠKOVIC's brother 

marri�d Dario KORĐIĆ's 'wife;s sis-�er.· 

. 
' ' 

According to the information available, severa1 un1ts participated in the attack of 
Ahmići:. 
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• The Jokeri /Jokers/ unit as part of the 4 th battalion of the HVO VP
/Military Police/ (about 60 people under the command ,of A.

FURUNDŽUA, operated from the direction of the vi1Jage of Nadioci),
• The 41n battalion of the VP from Posušje, commanded by Paško

LJUBIČIĆ, 

• Miroslav BRALO aka Cicko also participated in the attack and
committed crimes without anyone's orders and did not belong to any
unit,

• The unit of Žarko Al"l'DRIĆ aka Žuti,

• Parts of other units of the HVO Central Bosnia Operative Zone
paJ.1:icipated i� the _contµi;:t siq.ce�. bc;cause.of the ('.onfused situati,on,

' 
. 

. •1. _. . '. •. . .• • ·,· ' - . . 

t11ere. w,as .. I;,9 fi:m sys,tY:ITl. of.�?r:rup,aJJ.ci (apq?t 20, V()lunteers from the
Vitezq1,1i.{Knightsl antiaircraft defence unit)3 

' , ' ·,i � " ._ • 
l „ i '. •, · . .' � .' -· 1· • ' 

'. •· 

j 

Following increased kidnappings, robberies and skirmishes begun by the Muslirn 
. • � .�... • .. : . 'i .' ·; :_ • ',, ·, ' . . • . -: '. ' .- • � • • . . 

' . :· . : . ··:. 
. : . 

. • 

: 

. .,., forces and because of th� danger that these forces might sever communications 
between Vitez and Busovača, a dedsion w�s tak:en by the military leade�ship,of the 
Centra! Bosnia Operative Zone, which was then headed by General BLAŠKIĆ, that 

. ; 

• ' , . ' i, 

the HVO would attack ine Musllms first on the Vitez-Busovača axis in order to create 
a security belt agains't t�e'M�sli'ms. Tl:us dećision 'was basei:l Oil p'revious experiences 
of M uslim attacks ih;Tiavnik �her�. they iittacked first' ahd gainM 'a gteat tidvantage 
in !ater combaf.i:ictivfty;•or·actjuiiid'a relative1}1Mge swath of terriiory for combat 

. operations. 

General BLAŠKI<; issued a written command which ordered that the aforementioned 
coinmunicati�ns mu�t ·be rel1eved at all c;osts b�t in i iii��� b,Y which they wo·uld 

I . , • . , . , • , �._ , , • . 
,-_ . , • • ' • , ' , - ' , occupy the hills above the village. Acccirding'to the order, the village shciuld only 

have been entered if armed resistance wa's offeiedfrom a house or �6ther building. 
1n such an instan�e, the cornin;anJ redd, they. could open fire �n 'the building from 
ihich' th�\;booting· was comirig, but ;niy to .ihe ��·tent necessary to neutralise armed 

. 
. 

resistance. rt' wa� spe�1fic:a·11:y ordere� .that houses anČI buiidfogs �hich offer�d no. 
·11 ;, 

3The. Vitezovi we,re the re,m,nants,ofthc lcl()(3 /Croajiau:Defi:nce Forces/ 0nly abmµ 20 voluntcers
from the unit participaiect'in the atta�k be�ause at that time th.eir co�mander: Darko KRAWEVlĆ
was in I,.,jubuški whet& he bad·gone to collect pay for members of his unit. (Žarko ŠOKČJĆ). 
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resistance should be avoided and that during the first phase of the operation, until the 

positions in the hills overlooking the village had been occupied, they should not be 

entered. This order was also r;ceived by Mario ČERKEZ, Comma�der of the HVO 

Vitez Brigade. 

The direct co�manders in the field who carried out the order i ssued were Vlado 

ĆOStĆ� Paško LJUBIČIĆ and Vlado 'ŠA.NTIĆ, while Anto SLIŠKOVIĆ was 

commander of the military police in General BLAŠKIĆ's staff. According to the 

information available, in the middle of April 1993 ao envelope sent from Mostar 

co�taicing an order to relieve the Vitez-Busovača road (communication), was 

received by the 4th battalion of the HVO VP. The battalion commander at this time 

�;s Paškotrrkrc:ić,' hii' �tp�ri;r waš Vaie�.,j� CORfć, Chi;f o'f tbe'vp 
:,. ,1> ._.: {'. '. .. : .. :;;,, ·:;1 .. : ;'i•;·':},;'._!.-��,·; ;(,�,·.:·:.Jr:�} 1,:· .. :� t', •· !:, _ • \ '.' . •  , 
Administration of Herceg-Bosna. Ante Sl,ISKOVIC received the envelope 
, :·:·• ,: ,'•,·. _ :.,.: .•• � ·., 1�' · :· �.- _;·_ �::: • ... _.;·:·d ,: •. ,; . � •. � ,:··/. · •" . . ' .

. y:• 
containing the order for conducting the attack on the village of Ahmići. 

Paško LJUBIČIĆ coordinated the attack on Ahmići using hand-held radio 
'. .  � .·. i . '  ,.,,.O! .;

;,
:: .. 

'.
.-,.,� •1•. ��-- �•· # 

eqyi1;>me�L 1:iho.�r 
-�

'�A�KIC ow�s. ��o y�e���t i_n ,the are� dmj�g �� .attack itself.

There were MO.S /M��li� �ed F;��e;/ uni·t� in th� village �f ·Ahmići, and their
• . • • •• ,,• ' I i • [.';.· _.}: . ' •' . . • :: 1. :: .. < 

• 
..• I . ._ • • • • • . •, ' 

fiercest resistance came froin the mosque and the school (the source of the above 
• , I 1: 

mentioned is: ./part ·of the· line rcdacted; this prut is not stateci. in the document under

the ERN 01.s1-1fo3�01Š1-1053/.

On the evening prior to.'the af�ck on.Ahnu{i'P��ko ;LJUBIČIĆ went, either alone or 

with Ante SLIŠKOVIČ, to the prison. whereth�y told the prisoners.'ihat they would 

release anyone who was �illing to kill anything that mo'ved. 1n this way Miroslav

BRALO _aka Gcko was released from prison where he had been because of the 
:' ) ·,. :. ' . . . . �. .. '· . ',· - . _-, i: . \ . 
murder of a Muslimfarnily, as were other crirninals. 

'.,' .. -· .. !.:·· •:1 .. -·::· ·-. ' . . ·.:. " ·.·. • 1 ; . • ·.: 

Of the evidence av�il�ble regru-ding the.cri111e in the village of Ahmići, the�e is, as 

Anto NO.BILO �tates, fin the docw:nent und�r the ERN:.0151-i033-0151� 1053 instead 

of NOI3ii.,'O'smime it {�\:t;ted: '�a ;ideO recording �ade by the rnembe;s �f 

UNPROFOR who went into Ahmići with two arrnoured vehkles at the time of the 
attack and whose vehicle removed wounded Muslims from the battle area to a nearby 

', . • ; ;- . , . ; : : . ' ·; : ; 0. '. I ' . ' ' · ··; I : \ , , " .. '. ' : ! / ; 
. 

• l, J ' I : • , . • 

1

• ; - :, .; • � - _, , • ; ,, · -� :'.· 
:· 

. 
• • , 

'· ! • 

hill. There is also a video recording .o.f t.he amval ofCommariderSTUART of the 
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British UNPROFOR forces with the ambassadors of several Western countries and a 

video clip from Busovača TV, wbich found its way into the hands of the AID / Agency 
, ' 

for Investigation and Documentation/ Muslim intelligence service, with footage of an 

HVO Military Police camp known as Bungalov /Bungalow/ immediately after the 

attack on Ahmići. This footage shows military policemen, identified as Vlado 

ŠANTIĆ and Paško LJUBIČIĆ, retuming from the fighting. 

As evidence, he states the statements gi ven by the witnesses to the crime in Ahmići, 

who were interviewed by the investigating judge from the Zenica District Court and 

which bave been delivered to The Hague by the Zenica Security Services Centre. 

Furthermore, he mentions video recordings and witness statements of the 

UNPROFOR mernbers \1/ho.exhumed a ·mas� gra've in wh1ch the,'victiri.1s'trom Ahrnići 

had been huried. 
'·. � 

Ac�ording to NOBILO, Aute SLiŠKOVIć4 mast�mifrided the operation in Ahmići. 

H� and Dario KORIJ[Ć are politi�al land�ed spiritf ar'id both cif thern were founders 

d) ACTIONS T AKEN BY 'iHE COMMANifOF TRE HVO, SIS AND .

CERT AIN cRoA'r,IAN SERVICES AFTER THE CRIME

In their initiaJ reactions the Croatia.u military and political_ leadersbip w�rf! united in 

their starice that the erim; in Ahm.ićf was not committed .by Croatia� forces, but had 

be�n "staged".by the Muslims, the S.erbs or even the international forces, by members 

of the British peacekeeping forces based there. Many reports were compiled about the 

crime in Ahmići, some of �hichare unavailable. It is assumed that it is precisely 

i:hese repoits which �-ould b; 1:;iost unp�rtar1t in ehicidati�g the whole incident. 

Ignac KOŠTROMA.N claims tbat he leamt of the crime in Ahrnići through the 

media. D��o KORDić:Oct Tihomi� BLAŠICTĆ. were �t theti�e allegedly at the 

military headqu'arters in Busovača.· N�ne of the three issuedan orĆler for ,the opera ti on 

4 According to �he ·SIS' docume�tation, A�te SL.IŠKO�ić rema.med the c111ployee of. that Service. 
dudrtg 1996 and ,1997. MORH also appoinled him as coordinator in the search for witnesses for the 
Court in The Hague, during thc execu.tion of the OA"Istinan /Trulh/. According to NOBJLO, he isa 
very inte!Ligcnt pcrson, foimei: che·s� player, vlho 'uses_ hi.s intellectua:I abilities for evilpu:rposes. ·. 
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but instead advocate the thesis that the British UN forces, in agreernent with the 

Muslim forces and Croatian crirninals organised and carried out the operation in 

Ahmići. He bases this on the fact that he /as printed/ knew that the AID (Muslim 

intelligence service) had already been formed at this time and that it had disseminated 

misinfonnation in BiH through the world rnedia. As evidence of this he alleges that 

the UN forces led by the British officer STUART were the first into Ahmići, 

STUART was shown next to dead bodies in Ahmići. He personally ordered that an 

investigation into this incident should be carried out and that he should be informed of 

the results of this investigation as a matter of urgency. 

Tihomir BLAŠKIĆ told Ante SLIŠKOVIĆ, Chief of the SIS for the Central Bosnia 

Military District, t�· ��rry �ut an' i�veštigation iri�; the i�cide�t s�· that he could send a 

report to Mo�tar. ŠLIŠKOVIĆ; ho�e�er;;Il�ge�ly 6bstnictect"the inve�tigati�n: · 

re�e;ting the theory �b6�t ilie' irivo]ve�rie�t �t'th�' Šerbt i:hl k.iuslirru' and th� :B�tish 
, 

i .. ·,: . ' . .  ·' I ' ·.' �··:•.�i , .� '�!: .f;•�- ,' -,.� ; 'i'_. '. . � - ',, 

in "sfaging" the crirne.

After the Military Police unit had committed the črime iri Ahmići, of which I,. 

BLAŠKIĆ inform�d D�ric/KORDIĆ by 'tel�ph�ne; BLAŠKIČ asked for a report 

into the incident. whkh ,w,;s compiled arid signed by v1aĆlo ĆOSić on beh�tlf of 

Paško LJ{JBIČIĆ who was the commarider of the Military Police. According to the 

infonnation available, the report does not mention the crirne, only the fighting. 

(NOBILO). 

There is allegedly a report into the i11cide�tat Ahmići from Ivo LUĆIĆ which was 

sentto.th;AssistantMini�ter for S�curit� ·ib'BJH: and �-�a,Iy
t

ical reportby the HIS. 
, ,  

These reports are, appa.rently, incornpkte and are o�ly reconstruc,tio�s ofth� incldent 

of sumrnaries of more extensive reports, which should be in the SIS HZ I-ID /Crnatian 

Community of Herceg-Bosnia/ archive. 

e) TRE INVOL VEMENT OF TRE. INTELLIGENCE SERVICES OF

CROATIA ANP TRE STATE ANll POLITICAL O�GANS IN THE

INVESTIGATION OF THE CRIME LN AHMIĆI

The Croatian political }eade.rship had mainly accurate information at its disposal about 

the' extent �f the crime'. its circu�stances, victim:s, perpetra'tors, etc. I� a docu�ent 
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entitled The Massacre in Ahmići the HIS presented on 21 March 1994 a 

comparatively accurate version of events in Ahmići which was taken from the 

newspaper Le Figaro.

On the other hand, based on the premise that the RH is in no way guilty for the war in 

BiH, that blame lies entirely with the Muslims and the Serbs, and that the 

international community offered no support to the RH, the SIS RH began an 

investigation into crimes committed by Muslims and Serbs against Croats in BiH. In 

order to corroborate these crimes, documentation from BiH was delivered to the RH 

and peop1e were prepared for possible testimony in trials in The Hague. ldentificatioil 

papers and other such items were procured for indi viduals who came to the RH (by 

Lota, the SIS in Split). Hoiever, it 'is obv1ous that the a.nalysis of the eri me in Ahmići 

w�s conducted in purallel artd that the documents which a.te now stoted in the offices 

of the SIS in Split ·were also transferred from BiH to the RH. UDILJAK,

IV ANOVIĆ5 , KRPAN, B. l\flLAS, Mato ZEKO and others were involved in 

realiiatfon of these actions. 
. � ' 

The.first signs of involv�ment of individual parts'o(tbe Croatian intelligence services 

in th� events and investigation into Ahm.j6i were obvi�tis. socin after it became 
. . . . •- .• : ,\· .: . ' ' . • ·. ' v,' ',, , ,,, · •'; . •_;;; ·,··, ,' ' . ' . .

apparent that the BiH SIS, that is Ante SLISKOVlC was conducting the 

investigation inefficiently: During 1993, /part �i the.line r�dactecil', who presented 
. 

. 
. 

himself as an SIS �fficer from Zag;eb · deta iled to gather informatjon about the eve�ts 
f .• • • • • • 

in Ahmići, was in Tra�nik and Busovača. In the two mon:ths DAMJANOVIĆ spe�t in 

the areahe made CQntact wi'.th·m�ny people. 

According to the 1nfoIB1ati�n �vai1db1e Aitte GtJGIĆ -�as also in the area and later 

c�mpiled.and "expert" report in which there are no details of either the perpetrators or 

the circumstances of the crime. 

�---�--------'·-
. . 

5 NOBILO thinks that UDIIJAK and IV ANOVJć are persons ofin theconfidence of Ante
SLIŠKOVIĆ, and Markica REBIĆ assigned thein .to hirn in order to help him in his work.6 During 1996, at tbe baptism of BLAŠKIĆ's younger son: there was lpart of the !ine redacted, but
most likely it is the na.me of AnteĐAMJANOVIĆ written/ who diifiiot want to talk about the 
results of h.is invcstigation. ( ) /comment in thc brackets redacted/
/fwo foolnptes do nol ex.ist in the docuinent under th� ERN O 151- 1033-0151-1053/. 

. . 
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Involvement the Croatian ob. /intelligence/ organizations is obvious from the fact 

that Ivica PRIMORAC, HR H-B Assistant Minister of Defence in charge for 

security, was directly responsible to Markica REBIĆ, the then RH Assistant Minister 

of Defence, for execution of the tasks related to The Hague. 

/this part is mi ssing in the document under the ERN O 151 - 1033-0151-1053/ 

At the beginning 1997, operative action "Process", was undertaken, and this was 

organized without planning documents and it was based on the verbal agreemerit of 

the Head of HIS at that time, M. /Miroslav/ TIJDJMA.N and Chief of the HIS 

Operations Department, Mr. Ivo LUČIĆ. The goal of this action was the monitoring 

of the trial of General BLAŠKIĆ which ha� alreadY. begun. Within OA "Process", 

operative actions "The Hague", "Road;; clild "Truth" were organized. Operative 

actions "Put'; and "Istina" were under the jurisdiction of the RH Ministry of Defence, 
. ' 

' ' . '. ,, ' :. ' .. : '·
, 

,
, 

: ·.: . 

. 

. ' . . . 
' 

that is, SIS, while the operative action "Haag" should have been under the jurjsdiction 

of other state rninistnes, ab�v� all the MUF and Ministry 'bf Justice. However, it was 

not implernented, so the SIS continuea'coveri11g the op�-r�ti�e asp'ects of the action. 

The coordinator of the affairs regarding operative actions "Put" and "Istina" wa/ 

Major Stipan UDILJAK. He also'led �11 activjties for the MORH SIS. HIS also 

participated in that �ction, and after a�alyzing collected information, it was submitting 

analysis to the SIS (all th/infonnation �a� kept i� the· i-1is o� electronic medi�. 

The main coordinator ior 'gathenng i�forniation about people who could be used as 

witnessesin the trial of BLAŠKIĆ onthe terrifocy 'of BiH, was Antc SLIŠKOVIĆ. 

t) . MANIPULATION OF HVO DOCUMENTA.TiON

Because of the war in BiH and interna! co�flicts in the C�oatian poli tical and military 

leadership, HVO documentation, including parts 'relating to events in Ahmići, was 

often subjed to various fonns of rnanipulation. Thus, for example, in the rniddle of 

December 1993 Bruno ŠARIĆ received a_message from his commander MIJIĆ, via 
' . 

a helicopter co-pilot who was' also an SIS �perati ve, that he h;d agreed wi'th the SIS 

Administration in Mostar to tran�t:Cr all bis docunien,tati�n by helICopter frorn ·vitez to 

Mostar. Although it.had been agreed witti Mar
i

nko POLAR, �he C�nunander of the 

Military Police that a certain amount of SIS.docu_mentation be transferred from Vitez 
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to Mostar, BLAŠKIĆ's bodyguards prevented this at gunpoint while they were 

attempting to load the package with the documentation onto the helicopter. 

A similar situation is described in the statement of I van BANDIĆ, who states that all 

reports concerning Ahmići were kept in the SIS archives. At the end of 1994, or at the 

beginning of 1995, Ivo LUČIĆ relocated the archives to several towns in BiH, and 

then he transferred it to the HIS headquarters in Zagreb all because of the danger that 

Mladen NALETILIĆ aka Tuta could get hold of it. Conceming the above 

references, he states that a female employee /part of the line redacted/ was assigned 

to the SIS team that was established as a help to the defence attomeys ofThe Hague's 

detainees and she had the possibility to see the documentation. 

Ac.ti �Ities concemin'g usage of HVO documentaiion i�tensified in the context of 

gathering physical evidence for the trial in The Hague and BLAŠKIĆ's defenct!, but 
. . . . . ': 

. 
. . ' ' ' . ' .. '', ' . ' . '. ' : ; : ' . t 

also mate1ial regarding defence of the Croats in BiH,_ that is, conceming the crimes 

co�itted by the Muslfri1s and th� Serbs ;gaihst tbe Croats i� BiH. Because of this, 

and also because of th� fear' that th� HV◊ docum�nt�tion coJtd fall into the hand$' of 

SFOR7 , a decision �as rri�ae' that the doct;menfation tfiat ha� int�lligence significance 

should be withdrawn froni'Biff That p�rt''bf the' job was �am6d 6ut by the SIS in 

Split, arid that is how a total of 4 vans fuil of tnaterials' were transferred and archived 

in the facilides ofihe SIS (pad of the li11�· redact�ofand that was according to the 

order issued by Marki<:a R.EBlČ and Ante GUGič.' 6per;tional hiding and the 

storage of docurnents was canied out by the rnernbers of the SIS Split. /whole !ine

redacted/ 

However, the docurnentation was _not systematized after ·it had b�n. · ar�hi ved_ ,_ nor . . . . . . 

analyzed, but it was sittlng there untou�hed, for two years. There.is a possibility that a 

smaller part of the do�umentation was proc�ss�d �n order to analyze war crimes 

co�itted by the Army ofBiH and MOSag���t c';oats. S�ecifically, in J�nu� 

1998, a.working meeting wa� �aliect by Ant� GUGIĆ; the then Chief of the SIS. 
' • > • : • , l � • • :' • 

Administration, and employees of the SIS Administratio� attended /part �f the linC · . . ' .. . ' . ' : � ' . ; . ·- ' 
,- . . '' . ' " . ' . . . 

redacted/ from the_ Military Po�ice AdmirJ:ist�atio� i11art of the li�e rcdacted/ . An 
. ·. , . . ·, . ·.: , • ' , . � ·. . .. ' -_ ·. ·,. ":. .-. . •· : ,: : > . _-: . '. .. ' ". , '. ' . 
operative _team was fonned at that meeting, and it consisted of employees that were 

7 1t was disclosed in the mcdia that SFOR was scarching for that documentatioo in BiH.
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present at the meeting. The team was tasked to gather inforrnation conceming crimes 
comm.itted by the Muslims against Croats in BiH. /Part of the line redacted/ went to 
Mostar, from where they brought around 70 (seventy) registers that included assorted 
documentation about crimes comm.j.tted by the Muslims against Croats in BiH. 
Several folders had documents that referred to the crimes committed by Serbs against 
Croats in BiH. They received the above mentioned folders from the HVO Military 
Police Administration and from the Commission for Imprisoned and Missing Persons 
in HR H-B. After the above mentioned persons brought the documents to the SIS's 
Split Departrnent, and /part of the line redacted/ from the Military Police 
Administration from 24 January 1998 to 10 February 1998 they made a report under 
the title "War crimes comrnitted against Croats from the second half of 1992 to April 
1994 by t:tie BiHArmy and rvros:".

.. 

·,···

. , l 

In March 2000 a request arrived trom· the'SIS Adm.iriis\:i-ation (signed by /part of the 

line redactedl) to the SIS Split Department to subrnit the info�ation concerning the 
, ,  ,, . 

current state of the processed documentation about OA ''Haag". Following a repl:1 
that the srs dep��nt does not know ��ything ab6ut 'tlie actl�n with th'at code name, 
in March 2000 came /part of th� line redacted/ RH /p�rt of the line redacted/ to the 
SIS Split pepartment, with the previous oral order of Mr. Miaden RUŽMAN, 

Assistant Minister of Defence for Intelligence and Security Affairs. On this occasion, 
. . . . ' . . - . 

. . they informed _the Grief of S_IS S�lit Departi;nent of the decision made by Jozo

RADOŠ,RH Minister ofDefence that th�y take over the responsibility. for the HVO 
archival material which was placed in .the SIS Split Department. 

. . . . , ·  . : . ' From the entire collection HVO material, they separated certain archival material that 
was loaded into one truck and sent to Zagreb to the barracks /part of the line 

. . . ' . ' '. , . . · .  . ' . , 

redacted/, where the HVO archival material was taken by /part of the line 
,._ 

redacted/, Chief of Department /part of the linc redacted/ of the SIS Administration 
with/part of the line redacte_<V 10 employees. The;e was no record made regarding 
transfer between the employees of the Split SIS Dep�ent arn:i employees of Zagreb 

• 
. ,  ' ' • 

I 
• • • 

SIS Administration of archival material in the above mentioned truck, but /part of the

Jine redacted/ warned me�bers of the Split SIS Departrnent to continue t� protect 
informat�on regarding transfer �f the HVO·a�chi�al ma�eri.al"to Z�greb. 
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Following the announcement of l\.11aden RUŽMAN, in April 2000 /part of the line

redacted/ and one employee ;f the MORH Intelligence and Analytic,al Departrnent, 

came to the Split S[S Department and took away 10 - 15 boxes of the archival 

material to Zagreb. 

g) PREPARA TION OF WITNESSES FOR TESTIFYING 1N THE HAGUE

ABOUT AHMlĆI

Availabk information shows that Ante SLIŠKOVIĆ, Stipan UDILJAK /part of.the

line redacted/ and occasionally Ignac KOŠTROMAN as well, were entrusted with 

prepariog witnesses and gathering of docu!llentafi�:m for The Ha,.gue. In September 

1997 ,· the srs Administmtio� ordere�.\�� �i�;� Spht [)epartment to p;6vide the .. 
. . .. ' 

technical assistance and to offer the logistical support necessary for the prepmation of 
• ·, . . • • • . 

', ' . • ' ' • ·. • 
. 

� ' ' . 
. • t 

• 
. 

• • , • • 
. 

• 

witnesses for NO,Bil..,0 's defence teain. According to the order, the employees of the

Split SIS were in charge of their logistical support.

In September 1997, t�e sr� Admio1stration' ordered the Split "sis to provide the 

technical conditions for Ante NOBILO's team for preparati on of witnesses, who 

were planned to be used in the Tihomir BLAŠKIĆ's defence in The Hague. 

Preparation of the first group 6fwitriesses by A. NOB1Lć f s defence 'team started in 
., . 

October 1997. Later, beside the defence team of NOBil.O, �itnesses for The Hague 

Were prepared in the Split SIS'oep�rtment by'co��selsNAOMOYSKI (fcir Dario 

KORDIĆ), Goran MIKULIČIĆ
'. 
Jad,�anka;SLAKOVić�GLUMAC, (sic.) 

. 
V' . - ,� 

' 
. • ' ' ' • • • / , \

' 
. . ' • 

' 
• • • • 

•• • 

MISETIC, anđ American counsels Rasel (sic.) HA YMAN and Turncr SMITH.
• • l • 

According. to available inf�rmation, the last prepa.ration of �itnesses i� the Split SIS 
. . ' . ' . ' 

was carried out in January 2000. According to available information, there were 13 

sessions of preparation in tata! from October 1997 to January 2000. The preparations 

included appro.ximately 300 witn�sses, and entire run of preparations lasted ar�und 80 

days. The technical support that the Split SIS offered consisted of reception for 

witnesses from Central Bosnia (the Department auepted about300 witnesses in that 
. 

. 
. . 

period). The_ witnesses were brought by /part of the line redacted/ and the t�chnical 

support also consisted of reservations of hotel rno�ns; providing adequat� facilities for 
preparations of witnesses aod in· �ome case& the pla�ing cispeakers, that is, 

-_, 
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microphones in the facilities in order to simulate for the witnesses conditions similar 

to those in the courtroom in The Hague; and audio recording of statements. 8 From the 

Split SIS Department /part of the line redacted/ cooperated most closely with /part 

of the line redacted/ in orgamsation of work. 

The Chief of the Administration, Staff Brigadier Ante GUGIĆ, as well as employees 

of ttie Zagreb SIS Administration / line rcdacted/ came on several occasions to the 

SIS 's Split Department for preparations of witnesses who were to appear in court in 

The Hague. Before the "Vitez group" went to The Hague, the then Head of the HIS 

Miroslav TUDJMAN, Assistant Minister of Intemal Affairs Željko SAČIĆ, Advisor 

to the President of the Republic of Croatia for Domestic Politics lvić PAŠALIĆ, 
'•!

· . . ' 

Chief /part of the line redacted/, as \Vell as �mployees ,of the Split and Dalmatian PU

/Police Administration/ had vfsited the SIS.'s Split Department. On that occasion, 
. 

. 
. . . . . .. " . :. . 

. . . . ' ' 
. 

. 
. . 

TUDJMAN and PAŠALIĆ talked to se-veral fordgn citizens in the facilities of the 
• • •  : ' • • .I, 

Split"SIS, most probably regarding departure �f the "Vitez group" to The Hague.

According to available information, Markica REBIĆ never once stayed in the �plit 
-, ,., . 

SIS Department (he was accommodated in the hotd "Dujlovo" in Split) . 
. ' . � ' 

An important person in the process of preparing of th,e proced�re for defence of The

Hague's detainees, was Iva� LALIĆ9, who is a�cording,to NOBJLO a positive 

person, but who is afrai.d. Ivica PRIMORAC w.as the one who gave the orders to

LALIĆ. 

After General Milivoj PETKOVIĆ testified in,front ot'The Hague's Tribunal during 
. . . . ; 

the trial against GeneralBLAŠKJĆ, defence courisel Anto NOBILO stated for the 
' : . .. .. • 

' ,I 
• • ; • • • • ' ·,., , media that general PETKOVIC testified falsely to the.detriment of general BLASKIC. 

After that, the HIS made detalled analysis of this caseH\ and d�termined that 

PETKOVIĆ really had gi�en a faise statement. It was also determined that generals 

Davor DOMAZET and Ante GOTOVINA, as well as Stipan UDILJAK and 

8 Ali audio recordings werc, allegedly, handcd ove.r to .NOBILO, and they were not kept in the Split
STS Department. 

. . ' ' 
9 In cooperation with the Office far Cooperation with The Hague's Tribuna], LALIĆ organized
transportation of witnesses to The Hague; he organized care far the families of detainees; hc financed 
persons that were.trying to escape The Hague's Tribuna!; he was giving a monthly salary to Pašku
WUBIČIĆ and Vlado ĆOSIĆ.
10 In which prncess· h'e was,also using a .tr,inscript of PETKOVIĆrs se:Crct testimony.
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Markica REBIĆ were preparing 11 General. Milivoj PETKOVIĆ for giving his 
statement before the ICTY. Those preparations were made on the premises of the 
Office of the President of the Republic of Croatia. 

h) CONFLICT BETWEEN ANTO NOBILO AND OPERA.TIVE GROUP

"THE HAGUE"

At the end of September 1998 the lawyer Anto NO BILO began his case for the 
defence in the trial of General BLAŠKIĆ, and soon sought documentation from 
the SIS which might be of use to the defence, particularly regarding events in 
Ahm:ići. However, the SIS did not send the docurnentation he requested, 
explaining that the requested investigation report did not e�is.t because no 
investigati�n had bee� �a�ed out. NOBILO th;n .gave seveial interviews to the 

H • 
' 

• 
O 

press in which he took the SIS to task for hampering his det�nće. Officials frorn 
. the SIS dertied this and :even tb.r�atened NOB'.ILO. • 

While worlcing with witnesses, according t; NOBILO's statements, Ante

SLIŠKO.VIĆ c�us�d.many problems, because NOBILO had attempted to p:rbve 
• 

i ' • ' 
• • • : ' • • .. • : � -� " 

' • 

the existence of a.p�allel chain of comrnand: which did not suit Dario KORDIĆ

or the people devoted to hirn since he was deputy to Mate BOBAN, who in tum 
took his instructions from the HDZ leadership in Zagreb; whose connection to 

• 
I 

. 

I ,  events in BiH it was wished to conceal. Because of the aforementioned problems 
with the SIS coordi�ator, NO BILO said in publ

i

c that there were secret 
indictrnent.s from the Hague Tribuna! against Paš�o LJUBIČIĆ and Ante

SLIŠKOVIĆ, after which SLIŠKOVIĆ disappeared frorn th�t �rea. 

Io order to reduce misunderstanding and cont1ict between NOBILO and the SIS, 
the MORH's Assistant Minister for Security Markica REBIČcalled a meeting, 
where SIS employees led by Stipan UDILJAK, counsel Anto NO BILO and /part of 

the line redacted/ were present as SIS representatives. At that meeting Stipan 
. 

. 

.
. 

UDILJAK tried to convince NOBILO that the SIS did �ot conduct an investigatio� 
conceming the event in Ahrnići and there is no report for it. /Part of the Hne 
redacted/ affirmed that there isa report on the SIS premises /p.art of the line

11 There is saved infomiationconceming the pr�puration of Gene�::tl PETKOVIĆ and wbo participated 
in il, as weff as information about HIS. 
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redacted/, which Markica REBIĆ and Stipan UDILJAK cornmented upon, saying 

that he had lost bis rnind and "gone completely rnad" and that he couldn't see the 
. 

'

above mentioned report because it does not exist. After a raucous fight, Markica

REBIĆ adrnitted that the report exists and that they would forward it to the HIS, so 

that the HIS could decide whether they would give it to NOBILO or nat. 

3. INFORMATION CONCERNING THE MOVEMENT OF SUSPECTS

BETWEEN 1996 AND 2000

1n accordance with conclusions brought by the Co-ordination Cornmittee of the 

Int�llige�ce c·omm�nft/ wo�king{ o� th� \t\brLlći ��s6", 'tB� MUP· paid special 
. :, ' . 

t' ; : . .  ·_. • . ',., • f. . :".�•-·· -�·: • : .. ·. ... • • ·.: ·.t ,, ·; .. ' ." -,_ . :. . . 

attention to and used all avmlable means and methods to find out the current 
·,, . _:. •. ,: ''. ,...,,:,'_;�• •.•,. '. ;:.\�: :-:,,.:. .,�;.:... ,•• :.,. ,· :.-,!;,;t•,:.� ,, • _• ,: ... ·,/ � •j 

whereabouts of Ante SLISKOVIC, Paško SLISKOVIC /sic, as stated; prob<J.bly 

UUBIČiĆ/, To�o VLAJIČ �nd vi�do.Ć(?SIĆ, for v:,h;rn the;e,reason to suspect 
• • 

' , ' .  • ' • • ' -

s 

that they organised the action in Ahmići and also committed crimes against prisoners 

of war and civilians. 

Available information indicates that from.1996, to today, certrun members of the RH 

Ministry ;f Defence, and especiaUy· the MORH' s Security and Information Service 

!SISI were in charge of taking care of the suspects. After it had become clear that The 

I-Iague Tribuna! was inter6stydin the above 
,
me�tioned four, t�ose services organized

their transfer from BiH to RH, ahd subsequently their hiding at different locations. 

Services of other MORH departments we�e also used·, as certdin me�bers of the 
. MORH's PoliticafActrninistr�iiori (Ig�Jac Kdsi:'.io�J'AN) and LJubo:ĆESIC alca. 

Rojs from the HV 66t1i En:gineeririg: <:oips Regirnent'and otheli persons connected with 

him, tbrou;gh which thehfding of the susp�cts was fi'riančed. Some local govemment 

services were also used far hiding suspects (Stari grad, Primošten, etc,) and in case of 

any problems, suspects were instructed to invoke the names of local SIS employees as 

a reference. 

Collected data shows that inembers of the groUp were often chariging p1aces cif 
resi<lence; for' exaniple, after .the press pu'bli�hed'soin� articlesaboutthem and 

especially 'after this year' s elections in RH. It is r�gisteredthafthe sourte saw them or 
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contacted them and that the police asked them to show their identity documents (real 

documents, that is, identification data), and there are some indications that they were 
- ' 

resident at several locations in RH. However, using adequate measures and actions, it 

has been established that they probably stayed on the tenitory of Zadar hinterland, 

that is, Karin and Maslenica, where they were located in Serbs' houses and/or 

weekend cottages that were the property of SRJ /Federal Republic of Yugoslavia/ 

citizens (Karin), and in the facilities that were the property of some HV /Croatian 

Army/ members (Maslenica). Hiding those persons was facilitated by the fact that 
those are the places where -- particularly in the case of Karin -- after 1995 several 

thousands of people from all parts of RH and especially BiH were settled. The local 

authorities there are mainly former or current members of the MORH, mostly from 

Centra! Boimia, and 'the w�tkofreguiar RH'MUP pol'ice was inorg difficult there: 

Inforrhation that we have at our cliiposal rev'eals th�t acc6mrnodation in Maslenica 

was organised in facilfries that hre' the property 6f Ante dREčA (the fonher. • 
. . . . • . . • . • . .  ' . . .  :, . j 

commarider of 66th Regiment), and/or, Jerolim NEKIĆ,' employee ofthe Zadar 

custorns-house. According to the source, pe;sons that were staying there urgently left 
. 

_ ' 1· : • , • . -- . ,• . , ', ·• . ·
1

' •, · . 

the above mentioncd facilities after the inforrn'ation about them hiding in that area,.had 

been made public. 

Although we don 't have inforrnation conceming thefr further residence,' available 

information indicates that Anto SLIŠKOVIČ:, the· inf�nn�l )eader of the group who. 

Had the most contacts with officials oftht form�r R..H goveinment and inforrnation 

and sernrity apparatus (SIS iind .HIS), and T�ITli�lav· VLAiIĆ were at the end of May 
on .the. territory of Umag, in tb� Mareda settle�ent riear Nbvigrad� .at th� house of 

. their friend from BiH, Vendo B OŠNJAK. 1.nb were .hidiri{��d;� false' identities and 
' ' ' ; . � ,, , . . 

. 

they'were avoiding con.tacts with familiar persons, and aft:�r th�y had spent the night, 
. . 

' ,  , ·  , .  

they Jeft Novi grad. 

ft is also necessary to mention that Ignac KOŠTROMAN -- for whom there are some 

indications that he also participated in hiding of the group - said in his interview that 

Miroslav BRALO aka. Cicko had �isited fom in t�e �iddie of A�ril. He was 

accompanied by Marko DAPIĆ, o;ner. oi t;,e. c� wash iri Knin, who was bom in 
BiH, and who is an established connection.;f the gr�up. Ontna:t occasion, BRALO 
told him that he was allegedly passing through

.
K;in �d that he dropped by 6nly to
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"show him that he was ali ve" and to let him know that he knows where 

KOŠTROMAN and his family are staying. KOŠTROMAN said that he took 

BRALO' s statement as a threat, but it is possible that he said that as an excuse for bis 

own lack of cooperativeness in giving the information about current whereabouts of 

members of the group and BRALO himself. 

According to his own statement, given <lu.ring an interview, /part of the line

redacted/ is also in touch with SLIŠKOVIĆ. He was a member of the Busovača HVO 

at the time and currently he is a driver employed in the MORH, residing in Zagreb 

and in /part of the line redacted/. SLIŠKOVIĆ, allegedly, "snapped" and a norma! 

conversation is nat possible with him. According to /part of the line redacted/

SLIŠKOVIĆ and bis fii�nds don;t bave any fi�ancialrr{e�s far living, but they are 
1 ' ' (, ' ' • •.. ',• 

' ' • ' 

determined not to s�rrende;, be�a�s� the:,/don' t trust any'one anymore. /Part of the
: ' . . '. ·. . , ' . . . . . . ',' .. '' 

,, '. . .. ,, : '11 '·' ·. . ; . . ·. ,·' � . . . 
. • 

line redacted/ refused to reveal where those persons are, but, as he stated, the , 
• 

, I  ' 

location is "known to the SIS". 

According to information that we consider reliable, Marko ĐAPIĆ, whom we hacf 

already mentioned, occasionally h�d co�:t�
1

�ts: with 
1

ŠLIŠK.ovlć ov�r the'lel�phone. 

Accordi�g to ĐA.PIĆ, SLIŠK()VIČ stat�cl that.he was 'at asafe place. [Je says tllat he 

has_documentation at his disposal, which �efers to w�rr1� events and that he is 

keeping it 1f necessary. Altfiough he admitted that h� had contacts with SLIŠKOVIĆ, 
� . . . : 

. 
. . . . . . . . , · .. .cU ; . 

ĐAPIC stated that he was nat aware ofhis current wl,ieteabouts. 

Movements and contacts of certain group members,fr6qi' 1997 (that is, since they have 

been hiding) up to �lOW' were recons�cted \.Vlth operative work. 

A vailable information shows that Anto SLIŠKOVIĆ was seen in the Zadar area, in 

Posedarje on several occasions, where he wa·s ask'exi for his papers ori 25 November 

1998 while being accompanied by To�islav VLAJIC (�hich was the last time that 

was undoubtedly established that he was using documents in hls own name). He was 

also seen in the area of Istria (Umag, Novigrad, border with Slovenia), as 'well as in 
Zagreb, where it was noti�ed that he stayed on a couple of"occasion,.<, on �he prern.ises 
of the RH Ministry of Defence i; Zagreb, as well as in diffe�ent clubs and catering 

establishments which people from Central Bosnia usually visit. 
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It was noted that during March 1998, SLIŠKOVIĆ was staying in the area of 

Primošten. Josip PERKOV, the then-President of Primošten Municipality, requested 

from members of police that the place in which he and two more persons (Ivica 

KRIŠTO and Miroslav PETKOVIĆ, both from the area of Busovača where they 

currently reside) were residing remain a secret, because they are "really important 

persons who will go to The Hague as witnesses." After the intervention of a police 

patrol, SLIŠKOVIĆ called the Assistant Head of the MORH SIS Department in 

Šibenik, Mladen CRLJEN, who said that the persons caught in the act were "under the 

exclusive jurisdiction of the MORH SIS" (checking the afore-mentioned infomiation 

was requested on 7 June 2000 from the MORH Sector for Intelligence and Security 

Affairs). 

Accorcting to Šfaternents, given by s�ve�al pebple·, at the �nd of 1999 SLIŠKOY.IĆ. 
. . ' . . • . .. . . . . ·: . : . ' ' . " ' . . :- ·. . '. . . . 

j 

bought a family house somewhere in· the area cif Zagreb. After that, he celebrated with 

friends· in the catering facility "Gabrek" in S�obor, where /part of the line

redacted/ of SIS and MORH in �h�ge for hiding'bim'·w�r� also ;resent. ... 

The rnone; for purchase was' �llegedly provi ded f or SLIŠKOVIĆ by hisand 

LJUBIČIĆ's patron, Valentin ĆORIĆ, to whom SLIŠK.OVIĆ complained, saying that 

a house had been bought for Paško LJUBIČIĆ and not for him. There is a possibility 

that the transaction was carried out through the Agencija la pr�daju netrketnina /Real 

Estate Agency ,/ meaning that tl1e sale and purchase was c?mpleted in one of the once

occupied parts of RH (Kn/n, Petrinja, Vuk:ovar etc.). 

A�cording to their own statements, SIS officials /part of tbe line redacted/ were 

occasionally in contact wit:h SLIŠKOVIĆ frorn 1996 to 
0

2000, first "officially" (while 
• 

, • '  • > < I ' 

SLIŠKOVIĆ was incharge of ''co-ordination" .for the prepcirationof potential 

witnesses for The Hague) and after that when he went "underground." Until 1999, the 

�eetings were held in the MORR and after th�t in c�t�ring f�cilities ("Gabrek" in 

Sa.mobor, tavem "Pida" in Petrova Street in Zagreb, et�). SLIŠKOVIĆ aJso had 

contacts with SIS officials in Split /part of the line redacted/, in order to provide 
. 

' . : � . 
' 

"technical assistance" to defence teams while prepa.ring witnesses for the trials in The 

Hague. He was driving a dark blue VW Passat with BiH license plates. /Part of the
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line redacted/ said that he spoke over the phone with SLIŠKOVIĆ for the last time in 

May 1999. 

A vailable information indicates that Vlado ĆOSIĆ li ved in the tourist settlement 

Mareda near Novigrad from the beginning of 1994 to the end of 1998. (he is 
registered on the territory of Umag), where he had a small grocery store and cafe bar 

on rented premises. After that, he was engaged in the import of used cars from 

Westem countries, and in their transport to BiH through RH. Since there was 

suspicion that he had violated the law, the 3 rd Police Station in Buje initiated a 

criminal investigation and filed criminal charges with the municipal court in Buje. At 

the beginning of 2000, he wa.s declared a wanted man. We do not know ĆOSIĆ' s 

cJrient whereabouts. Ris farnily (wif6) c�rrently resides iri Busovača. 

Regarding other members of the �oup, we should mention that, except for so'):ne 

information that Valentin-ČORl:Ć all�gedly purchased ihous�' for Paško LJUBIČIĆ, 

there is no direct information which 'w'ould indi�at� that' the 1�tter had heen seen from 

the begitmirig of i 999 to toclay on RH ·cerritory'. After čhecking, we found out th'nt the 

claims that he attended the High�r Maritirn'e Sch6;i' or Fac�lty. in Rijeka in the 1990s, 

are not true. The 1ast Čonfirrned infonnation regarding his �taf on the territory of RH 

with his personal identificatiori'doci.Imerits originates from 13 January 1997, when he 

was asked to sho� his paperš atthe border crossirig in Jurov·sk.i Brod, in a vehide that 

used to have Herceg-Bosna licence plate:S. 
. ' . . . 

According to what /part of the line redacted/ had stated, during 1999 Tornislav 
VLAJIĆ was often corning to' �he SIS Adm.inistratio'n in Zagreb, where his wife was 
: ' . ' ' . 

,···· ' , ' . . . . . ' - . . . 
·: . 

receiving medical trea�ment on several occasions. We a,; nat have any information 

about his rriovements" duririg 2000. 

' ' 

The above-mentioned Miroslav BRALO aka Cicko, was aU�gedly accornrnodated in 

the hotel ''Čitluk" in Čitluk during 1997 or 1998 arid'he was under the protection of 
' ' 

Ivica PRIM:ORAC. It was �oted that during those.years, he resided with his parents 

who are cuhently in Knin. After that, heretu!lled to Vitez, 'ana a; was mentioned, 
. - -

infom1ation indicates that he stayed in the area around Zadru- until April 2000. 
According to what the source stated, while in BiH BRALO was visiting SFOR 
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rnembers on several occasions and while under the influence of alcohol he "tumed 

himself in" for participation in the crime committed in Ahmići. Also, he had contacts 

with Frank DUTION, representative of The Hague Tribuna!, threatening that he 

"would tell everything about everyone's actions when the crime in Ahrnići was 

comrnitted". This year, however, it was not recorded in actual documents that he had 

stayed on RH territory and we do not have any information that he was secretly in 

Knin. 

Also, according to the statement of /part of the line redacted/ until middle of April 

2000, Ivica ANTOLOVIĆ ak:a Sjano was together with BRALO in Karin. According 
to available inforrnation, he is also one of the perpetrators that committed the crime in. 

Ahmići. 

A vailable information shows that rilembe�s\'li th�· g�oup ·wiere firi[inced 'from đifferent 
. . ' . . .. ' . . ' ' . . . . ' 

sources: According to what Anto NOBILO, defence counsel for T. BLAŠKIĆ,. said, 

the financing (i the abo�e�mentioried was orgwiiz�d by I van LALIĆ�· whose direct 

superior w�S Ivica PRIMORAc: who was tnen' Cruef,of the HZ /Croatian i,-

Community/ of Herceg-Bosna National Security Service. Money for the persons who 

were on the run would be paid through the finn "Monitor", controlled by Ljubo 

ĆESIĆ aka Rojs. Through LALić, NOBILČ'aue�ed1y'a1so organised meetings with 
. . ' , . . 

the suspečts whci were on the ru·n at the time.· 

However, it is quite possible that financing of the grsmp was carricd out by farmer 

officials of_"Herceg�Bosna" (now the Ci;oatian componel).tofthe BiH F�deration,)

especially th� afore�mentioned Valen(in ĆORlĆ. We should note the fact that dwing 

the act{on in Ahmici, ĆORIĆ was directly �uperioi to P. LJUBIČIĆ: and that 

ĆORIĆ's rokin the organisation of the actio� (andpo�sibly in planning of the crirne) 

is still not clear. 

4. THE 1s·sUE OFFA':c:Bwrno oocVM.ENTš AND PROBLEMS WITH

IDENTIFICATION OF THE.SUSPECTS

During May and June 2000, several articles appeared in Croatian newspapers. ln those 
articles it was stated that the SZUP is�rvice for the Frotection 6f the Constitutional 
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Order/ issued personal identity documents with false identity information to the 
persons who were involved in committing the crime in Ahmići. On 28 March of this 
vear. the head of the SZUP ordered an investigation into; whether the SZUP had 
issued forged documents to the above-mentioned persons or not; how many forged 
documents were made and which documents they were; and to what institutions 
besides the MUP /Ministry of Interior/ those documents were submitted and in what 
number. 

Records on the compilation of forged docurnents in the SZUP exist from 7 September 
1992. Except for the SZUP's needs, that is the needs of the MUP, RH Documents 
were also made for the needs of other services and institutions. That is how 4 identity 
cards, 18 passports and 7 driver's licences were made f6r the HIS /Croatian 
Info�atiori Se�ice/. 

' . ' . ' ' . . . , '. �, ,; . , . : . . , ' : . . , For the MORH SIS, 3 identity cards were rnacle, as weff as 5 passports (there were 4 
more passports made for the MORH) and 7 driver'Š li.cericeš. Bes1de the above 
mentioned, a total of 8"piissp6rtJ'anc f9 pasšports of the 'foriner SFRJ iSodalist -.. 
Federative Republic ofYugoslavia/ (red ones) wer� made. From the available 
documentation, it could be seen that 50 blank forms (cards) for RH passports were 
delivered, but their'actual p·urpose could nat be determined from the documentation.
We �Iso know that in the HIS during 1997 ��1d '1998, p:repuraiions were being made 
far the 1ndependent production of forged RH docum'ents: 

In the period between 1995 and 1999, a smaller number of documents were made in 
. . ' . . ! 

the SZUP for the needs of the HR H-B SNS /National Security Service/. But here, 
there were rm personal doc�ments but only driver;s licences, green c�ds and 
registration plates for vehicle!;i. According to availabJe ·information, members of the 
SNS in M;star (L PRIMORAC arid t.' LUČIĆ)were �aking or prepari�g forged 
documents, which opens the possibility that members'ofthe group were provided with 
those documents. 

According to the statements givenby /part ofthe line redaded/, a sis official from 
Split, durihg 1995 and 1996,,' Ante SL.IŠKOVIĆ was.in ·.charge.of the operation for
providing the false identities and documents. 
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Based on the information that persons who were suspects of committing the crime had 
at their disposal documents with false identity information, as well as indications that 
documents were issued to them in the names of I van TOMAS and Ivan' 
BRĐANOVIĆ, a check of several sources was carried out. Based on the analysis of 
documents that was carried out, and comparing the available photographs and 
contacts with the sources etc, we think that LJUBIČIĆ has actually been using (or he 
used) forged documents in the name oflvan TOMAS. Conceming sources that stated 
differently, we assume that it was either a mistake or /deliberate/ hiding of the above
mentioned either out of solidarity or out of fear for personal safety. 

Regarding documents that wer 
that those are documents. isslie
confidant of MI�de�NALETI 
Convicts Battalion at the · tirrie 
mention that we are curreritl)· 
SLIŠKOVIĆ and docu·ments 
disposal. 

W e think that the possibility 
doctimerits is very rea! ( we d 

?
.J 

�-!-{lt � � 

to (hJ

are using those documents when necessai y. uu vn ... ,.,, , .. __ • 

think 
tant and 
1lled 
ulso 

us 

more 
e persons 
: that 

they are a]so hiding the.tr false identities from th'tir friehds ·and other contacts',' but it is 
, ' .  

' 

most likely that some:°fthein �above a�l the SIS,HIS �?ci SNS cifficials with whom 
they cooperated' before �nd/or' who were invoived in their hiding) are familiar with it. 

s. COLLECTfVEOVERVIEW OF ALL ACTIONS'THATHAVE BEEN

UNDERTAKEN (SZUP AND SKP /Ćrime Poiice Departnient/, DATED

27 March 2000).

The SZUP and the MUP's Crim.inal Police·sector, independently and in mutual co
operation, and in order to estabi.isii relevant info1ma.tićm about tb� crime committed in
Ahmići, its circun1Štances, _its participants a�d those �ho td�d to cover_ it up, and in
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accordance with law, within operative and criminal investigation, took the following 

actions: 

OTPIDVU 

• through contacts with operative sources, a group of people was

identified, for whom there is a reasonable doubt that they were

irnmediate perpetrators and co-ordinators of the crime (Miroslav

BRALO, Ivica ANTOLOVIĆ, Paško LJUBIČIČ, Ante SLIŠKOVIĆ,

Tomislav VLAJIĆ, Vlado ČOSIĆ), organisers and mastemtinds of the

crime comrnitted in Ahmići (Ignac KOŠTROMAN, Dario KORDIĆ,

probably Valentin ĆORIĆ and other mernbers of the political

leadership of "Herceg-Bosna"); here we are talking about persons for

whom there are certain· indications that they wer� 'familiar with the

circumstances of the crime, with the persons who committed it, and

organised and ordered it (Ivo LUČIĆ, I van BANDIĆ, Ivica •

PRIMORAC, Mirosl�v TUĐMAN, etc); as weil as a group of people

for \1/hom there �e indicati�n� that 'they participated in covering up the

ćrime �rid the perscins:who COITITTlitted it (Markica REBIĆ, Stipan-...

UDILJAK·, Marin'rv ANOVIĆ, IvanLALIĆ�tt.) 6r who would know

where the perpetrators are /part of the line �eda�ted/.
• The SZUP initiated the idea of holding� ��eting of the,Coordination

Committee of the Intelligen�e,C�mmu�1ty. At tbat meeting, held on 23

May 2000, it was agreed ·th�t
'. 

all tb� parti_Ji�ants �f.the �rime and those

who participated in their hidi�·g would be
0
investigated. A task force will 

be fom1ed, a�d it will be engaged with the �bove-mentioned problem. 

Co-ordin�tion of the task force will. be �arried out by tbe MUP' s 
. . .' - . - -. ;· � : ' 

Criminal Police Department Other services will submit all available 

info�ation conceming the Ahrciči case to the Department_. At the 
, • • '> • 

second meetjng, held on 31 May 2000,,it w�s· concludedlhat ali 
.· ' . 

": ' . . 
. 

. ' . ' 

services should intensify their activities; it was also concluded that a 

more aggressive approach should be applied towards persons who are 

involved in this case, and in accordanče with this the HIS and SIS 

should conduct formal interviews with their officials who were 
involved in the case, and the ·sztJp with other civilians; 
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• In accordance with the abov.e-mentioned conclusions made by the

KOOZ /Coordination Committee of the lntelligence Community/, the

SZUP' s and SKP's officials, together with representatives of the
Croatian Intelligence Service and RH Ministry of Defence, participate

in the work of the Task force, whose basic task is to co-ordinate all

activities in this case and to collect documentation that could be used

for the possible initiation of criminal proceedings against the persons

responsible. However, the results of the MUP' s Criminal Police

Department points out that information, documents and materials, as

well as some other data that could contribute to the criminal

investigation were not collected until now. /Such material is needed/ in.

order to turu 'some material or infohnation into a r�asontibie suspicion

tha.i' the 'eri me w'aš comrnitted a"nd' that a iip�čific p'�rson committed the

crime in A�ići �r particfpateci 111 :it, or that'the' perscm commilited some
. ' ' : . '  .. · \ . • ·,_ ' ., , -, . . ,... . ' 

other crime telated to the crime, for example, providirig a false identity,

hiding perpetrafois; et�;
• B�sed on the conclusions brou�i-it°hy the.KOOZ, the SZUP's and-..

SKP's officials conducted forinai 
0
intervie�s with Ignać'

KOŠTROMAN, Žarko'šOKćič, defe;ce c�unsel Anto NO BILO,

Marinko ŽILIČ and /part ofthe line redacted/ iri co-op�ration with the

SIS Admiriistration, and �ith the /pa.rt �f the line redacted/, and based

on. the perrcission given by the ,H�ad �f the HIS, with HIS officials

/partofthe line redacted/ (11 forrnal.intervie:"'s,in total, up to now).

Analysis of the conversations t�at the MORH ·officials conducted with

/part of tbc li�e redacted/ was .also carried out, as well as with the SIS

officials (for a certain period of time also with the HIS officials) who

participated in the hiding of persons - suspects for the war. crime in

Ahmići. The above-mentio�ecl conversations resulted iri obtaining very

useful information about the c1ime, its circumstances and the. persons

that participated in it, but not in information that could be used in

possible criminai pročeedings. We sliould point out the attempt at

conducting fonnal interviews with MORHoffic�rs /part of the line

redacted/ thar was organised by 'the ·s1s Administration witli. our ·
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participation, did not happen because the afore-mentioned officers had 

refused to be interviewed; 
• We went through the MUP's AOP /Data Processing/ in order to

establish the residence of the suspects, and based on the collected

information we established that a residence on RH tenitory for only V.

ĆOSIĆ,. while P. LJUBfČIĆ, A. SLIŠKO VIĆ and T. VLAJIĆ are

registered in Busovača, BiH;
• Through operative work we collected inforrnation on possible

residences - that is, hiding-places ofthe suspects. Places and locations

where those persons could be are under constant surveillance. Also,

based on the available information, a partial reconstruction of their

movernent trom l 99i to date was carried out. Among other things,

information about their stays in the areas of Zagreb, Knin, Primošten,. . ' 

Umag: Karin, Ma�l��ica, �te, ·Jas checked· or is b�ing checked 'tlt the
. . . . . ' 

moinent;
• fofonnat1on has bee� coUected about persons who were or are familiar

' 
': '..} 

w • • • ' • ' 

• 
I • s .  • ' . . . • , • • . . 

with their hiding-places, that is those who contacted them directly"Or 

over the pho�e since 1997 'to date. A formal interview was conducted 

on"4 August with one of th�Še tersons',' Žarko ŠOKČIĆ, after the 

adequate measures and pr�parations had been made. 
• Preparations are underway fr1r conversations with other persons who

could have such information at their disposaL.(Vendo BOŠNJAK,

MarkoPRAN.JIĆ, Željko IDŽAN, �te); ..

• An analy�is �a� cooducte9 to e�tablish whether V. ĆOSIĆ, P.

LJUBIČIĆ and A. SLIŠKOVIĆ we�� hiding with fmged clocuments

made ond_er the names-of Ivan TOMAS and Ivan BRĐANOVIĆ.

Although we did not get iITefutable results,·w� can conclude that Paško

LnJBIČIĆ is hiding (or .w.as hiding) under the documents that were

issued in na.me of I. TOMAS. The papers that were issuep in name of

Iva_n BRĐANOVIĆ �e being used by fvan ANDAB�K, 
0

who is the

one-time assistant of Mladen NALETILIĆ_ aka Tuta, The Hague's

indictee;
• On 7 June, we asked the Ministry of futerior for photographs of A.

SLIŠKOVIĆ a�d Torriislav. VLAJIĆ, whose passports were issued in
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the RH' s General Consulate io Mo star. W e sti ll ha ve not recei ved a 

respoose; 
• We sent several requests to the Ministry of Defence fo; submission of

information conceming certain individuals, active or retired MORH and

HV officials, for whom there are some indications that they have at

their disposal information about the crime committed in Ahmići (since

they had been HVO or HR H-B MUP members at the time). There are

also indications that those individuals were involved in hiding the

suspects for the crime;
• It is established that /part of the line redacted/ resides on the territory

of Zadar, a former member of /part of the line redac�ed/, who in 1997•
. .. ,; 

left /part of the line redacted/ and who has been in the RH since then.

/Part of the line redacted/ was transferred at the orders of the SIS, and

this was supp�rted _by th� sŽUP. �art o� th� line redacted/ kpows
' ,,·:· ·. ! . ,,·'. , , ' ' ·.. . :, . :'.·1 __ , , ,/ ,· . 

about the circumstances of -- and persons who committed -- the crime

in Ahmići; and BLAŠKJĆ's d�fence counsel Anto NOSILO was

inforrn�d about this ·during the
. 
trial qf the Ge�er�I BLAŠKIĆ, wlfo after

·. . ' . . . ; t :: : ·,, :) ·.. : : : . . , . : . . . 

he had contact with him, gave up the idea to go to The Hague as a

protected defence witness. A summary of the activities related to the

SZlJP's role in bringing /part of the line redactcd/ to the RH was

submitted t� the 
.
MORH ·;�· o'i .06.'2000;

• Through Interpol for BiH in Sarajevo, the subrnission of infonnation
' . . - . . . . . 

and documentation conceming the crime comrnitted in Ahmići was

requested. The resporise was tha{'t:rial re�ord was handed over to the

iCTY's Office �f the Prosecutor;
• A request for the access to documentation conceming the eri me

. . . . 

com:rnitted in Ahmići and which is probably at The Hague Tribunal, 

was submitted to the Office for the Cooper:ati�n wi.th the ICTY. The 

response was received conceming the readiness of the ICTI to allow 

such access in principle; 
• It has been established that some officia.ls of the Croatian component

/of BiH/ have contacts with persons that are indicted; for example, Ame
JELAYIĆ who �ffered legal help,to those pe;��ns at a rec�nt meeting

•. 

in Mostar, a_�king them to put themselves at the. disposal of the BiH
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Federntion' s judicial organ s. There are some indications that this refers 

to the fact that those officials (1ike Valentin ĆOSIĆ /sic./) participated 

in financing the hiding of the suspects; 
• ln order to conduct a potential formal interview, we are currently

performing a check on Željko STIPIĆ, who was the SIS Assistant of the

66th HVO Regirnent at the time and who currently resides in Starigrad.

We have some indications that he said the suspects are "somewhere

here" and that they "live peacefully".
• An analysis of the RIS document "Massacre in Ahmići" was carried

out. This is the document that the RIS together with eight other

documents_(which represents only a small part of the material which

sho�id b� at the HIS' clisposai),. s�b�tteci'at o�r �equest;
. · · .  

• Two detailed analyses were made ��out all obtained information. The 

first one was ·m�de by the SKP �d it gives a summary of the re!sults 
, , :· • , , ·. •. , : 

' : 1· .' '.. i° ,- '' ''. _.' : , . ,. ' , ' _, ', ' ••• '' . � 

obtained by the forensic analysis of the case, as well as a chronology of 
' � . . ' 

measures that were taken, an evaluation'of the current situation and 

recommendations for furth�r activiti�s. The an�lysis was sent to tJiie 

Officefor th·e National Security; Croatia� Intelligence sen:.1c� arict' 

Ministry of Defence. The other, which was made by the SZUP and 

presented a summary of the measures that had been taken, as well as of 

collected info�mation and an
<

ev�luation within the operative a�alysis, 

was sent to the RR Pre;ident and RH Viće�Premier, then to the Minister 

of Justice �d Head of the Office tor �he Co-operation with the 

Internationa\' Tribuna! in The fiague'; 
• In the activities conne�ted to the Ahmići �as'e.(an:d especiaUy in se�rch

of the' �uspectS) al{police admi�istrations of the 'RH MUP �d SZUP
' ' . 

Centers, participated;
• Besid�s the ab�ve-mentioned,,MUP memb�rs·;er� taking many other

measures an_d actions in order to achieve 'information'necessary for

furth�r conduct ofoperative arid forensic analysis, and they co-operated

with other s tate' institutions;
• All obtained i�form!l,tion has been �ontinuo�sly analyzed and evaluated

in order to d�termine the further· direction of �ngagement 
1

0n this case ..
- . . - . ' 
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However, as it was mentioned before, with the applied activities legally relevant facts 

were not obtained or the corresponding judicial documentation that could be used for 

filing criminal charges against persons responsible far the crime comrnitted in Ahrrrići 

and its cover-up. That is why the necessity of acquiring the relevant documentation 

that is at The Hague International Tribunal's disposal should be emphasized. 

We would like to mention that, aside from the conclusions made regarding the mutual 

meetings and working agreements, the HIS and MORH SIS never sent any analysis of 

their already gathered information (while they were responsible for the case); a 

summary of information conceming the crime was not obtained (as a basis for mak.ing 

the plan for further tactical and other procedures); a systematization of documents 

related to the crime and'that are in theirpossessibn was als6'not �btained. Contrary to. . 
tlie conclusions reaćhed earlie�, the docuinentation of th� HIS -�d srs·related to the 

crime was not subrrutted to the MUP(except for the a'tore-m�niioned nine. . . . . . . . . ; . . . , 

documents), which is -- along with what was mentioried previously -- of great 

iinportance for coriducting: a quality forensic analyšis arid cri�i�al p�ocessing of the 

perpetrators. 

6. PROPOSAL FOR THE PIUMARY DIRECTIONS OF FURTHER ,

ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY CROATIANS'I'ATE BODIES

We think that all the bodies. that are responsibl�for the•;;Ahniići �ase" should 

concentrate .on the followin� in th�i� furth�r ·,work: 
..

OTPID\IU 

1. Clarification of ali disputable or µnexplaineddrć"um'stances of the crime,

specifically:
a) Obtaining th� re.sults of 'witrJesse/ �enfied and 'otl1er documents and

fore�;ic evaluation at' the di�posal of the,Inte�ational Tribuna! in The

Hague and Interpol;

b) Detailed definition of the military fonnations that were active in that

area; also,. th�ir.aćtuai, 6;mm·���rs;: th�n, .the 'pejsons. who co-

. orctlnated the action a�d who dire�ted urJtsi�;th� field, who were 

issuing the orders or who tolerated the cornrnission of war crimes; 
c) Detailed definition of aU Clrćumstances related to the meetihg, or 

possibTy meetings (if there �ere in
f

oct two meetings- one which was 
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strictly military and one that was organized by so-called political line), 

that were held on the eve of the action. It is necessary to investigate the 

circumstances,· participants and viewpoints from the second meeting. 

According to available information, the decision to commit the crime 

was made at that meeting. 

d) Collecting information concerning the possible existence of "two

authorities" in that area, or in other words, two lines of command, one

of which ("political") allegedly held supremacy and could decisively

influence the conduct of military operations, also including the action

in Ahmići and what happened afterwards.

2. Identificaiion 6f all persoris �hb tried tidl to hide the' crime and th�n later

the perpei:.rators of the Ćrime as well; this also refers to persons who
ordered, organis�d and/6r finance'd the 'ii'1ding of perpetrators'from ,lmong

' ; - . ' . . . - . )' '' . . . • t ' . ' 

the RH and "Herceg'.-Bosna" gcivemment and also from their security and

intelligence 'apparatlis; '.

a) In tliis ćont�;t, with' pribtpre'parati�'n Jnd'. ·with the participatiOJJ of

MUP erriplbyee's, the urgent undertak.tng of formal intervie�s with

indi viduills (in the first place With s: UDILJ AK and M.

IVANOVIČ, the SIS t)fficials that were directly responsible for

hiding the suspects in the period between 1996 and 2000) who

have been confirrned as having participated in such actions;

b) • For the samd reason, conducting of forma! interviews with the

then:leaders of the RH inlelligence community (lvan'BRZOVIĆ,

· Miroslav TUĐMAN, Markib REBIČ,' Ante GUGIČ, Žarko.PEŠA,

Vlado dALIĆ: etc);

3. Intensification of the activities r�lated to findiAg the hi.ding places of the

suspected direct perpetrators,· and in thatcorit6xt:

OTP/DVU 

. '

a) Urgent cimducting of formai interviews w'ith all persons for whorn

there are indications that they know ab'ou't places whe1:e the

suspects had been hiding, as well as sendi�g-the request to the
MORI{ to do the sa�e thing with'individuals who were on its
acti've duty list;·
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b) Analysis of all available information, documents and statements

that could help finding the suspects in any way (analysis of

contacts, comrnunications and movements of their friends and

persons who could have offered them shelter, observation of

catering facilities, hometown clubs and other locations where they

had already been seen or where they could be seen, as well as

houses and places where they had been hiding before).

4. Defining the influence of the "tactics" of defence counsels, "co-ordinators"

for the witnesses and other representatives of The Hague's indictees, in

possibly misdirecting the investigation, as well as the possible hiding of

the trne perpefrators beca'use of th�ir persoilaf interests, the interests·of

their clients, or ih 6tder to 'prbtećttheir'pafrcins in the politicai or military

/leadership/ cirdes'in the Rf(artđ formei "Herceg-Bosna". •

. . . . . . . . . . . . t 

5. Defining, in so· far as it is objectively possible, the circumstances under

wh.ich in Aprilof thisyear texts were pt.iblished fo media regarding the

hiding ofthe suspects arid the tnrninal ahaly's1s of thern. Because, /a�r

this/ they immedidtely left their previouhiidirig piiices, ahd this de facto

made impossible to locate them and to arrest them;

6. Iritensifitation olcontacts yjith the FIIS anćl MORH, as well as the

expeditio:n of the response to tl�� reque·sts 'that have already be�n- sent.

Those teque�ts ate for the submiŠsiori'ofinfo1�atibn and documentation

that iŠ essential for further crin:i.i�ar �nalysii and possible proceedings;

7. Selection of i_ndi vid�als who cou"lđ .be witnesses in criminal proceedings

which would be ·ccinducted against the organiz�rs and those who were

covering up· the fact that the crime had becn committed. We thi nk that .

some of the pernons that have already been indkted COllld in that case --
f 

' 

: 

and with appropri;te conditions -� be made· to co-operate with thejudicial

authorities.
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